
The Service for the Lord’s Day
The Day of Pentecost May 20, 2018

11:00 a.m.
  

Without Pentecost the Christ-event – the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus – remains 
imprisoned in history as something to 
remember, think about and reflect on.
The Spirit of Jesus comes to dwell within us, 
so that we can become living Christs here
and now.

Henri Nouwen



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Whether you are visiting today for the first time, or are a longtime member of this church, we 
are glad you’re here.
The symbol of our church has long been “the open door.”  We strive very hard to be just that, a 
community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom.  We don’t all look or act alike, and we 
certainly don’t all think alike.  We come from many different faith traditions.  We bring different 
questions, and we carry different burdens.  But every Sunday, we worship together as one.
This is a very historic congregation.  The first gatherings of the Presbyterian Church (USA) met 
in our church.  Three of our members signed the Declaration of Independence.  But we are not a 
museum or a monument to the past.  Today we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world 
and bring our faith to bear on the contemporary issues facing this city just as did the founders of 
this church over three hundred years ago.
After the service, please stick around.  If you have questions about the church and its ministries, 
or our historic building, please ask.  We’d love to tell you about them.  So have a cup of coffee 
with us.  Introduce yourself to one of our clergy.  You never know—you just might be home!

Jesse Garner, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins and Children’s Bulletins for ages 7-12 are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at SP+ Parking, located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE Komm Heiliger Geist, Herre Gott J. S. Bach

 CANTICLE  George Thalben-Ball
God is a Spirit, and they that worship must worship him in spirit and in truth.

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Jesse Garner
Suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled 
the entire house where they were.  Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, 
and all of them were filled with the Holy Spirit…
 Acts 2:2-3

*HYMN (Insert) Our Lord, His Passion Ended Naphill

*SENTENCES  Rev. Sarah Weisiger
Come, Holy Spirit,
and open our eyes to the way.
Come, Holy Spirit,
and open our ears to the truth.
Come, Holy Spirit,
and open our hearts to new life.

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 WELCOME  Rev. Jesse Garner

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Almighty God, you poured your Spirit upon gathered disciples creating bold voices, open 
ears, and a new community of faith.  We confess that we hold back the force of your 
Spirit among us.  We do not listen for your word of grace, speak the good news of your 
love, or live as a people made one in Christ.   Transform our timid lives by the power of 
your Spirit, and fill us with a burning desire to be your faithful people for the sake of 
Jesus Christ our Lord.    Hear now the confessions we offer in silence…

*Those who are able may stand.



 KYRIE (sung by the choir) Son of God Mass James Whitbourn

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

 OLD TESTAMENT Ezekiel 37:1-14 (p. 791)

 EPISTLE Acts 2:1–21 (p. 116)

 GOSPEL John 15:26–27, 16:4b–15 (p. 108)

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

 GLORIA IN EXCELSIS (choir)  Son of God Mass Whitbourn

 SERMON The Spirit of Truth Rev. Jesse Garner
Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away…

John 15:7

*HYMN 398 There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit Sweet, Sweet Spirit



*NICENE CREED  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, both seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

 OFFERTORY Come Holy Ghost Thomas Attwood
(The text may be followed in Hymn 125.)

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen.



 SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

SANCTUS (choir) Son of God Mass Whitbourn

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever.  Amen.

These are the gifts of God for the people of God
Let us keep the feast.

AGNUS DEI (choir) Son of God Mass Whitbourn

*HYMN 130 Let Every Christian Pray Laudes Domini

*BENEDICTION

 POSTLUDE Improvisation 
᛭ ᛭ ᛭

We mark Pentecost Sunday with flowing ribbons of fire hanging from above, and by witnessing 
the Nicene Creed spoken in multiple languages.

They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire  that separated and came  to rest on each of them.  All of 
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.

Acts 2: 3-4

Stella Tsai Taiwanese
Joshua Banks Spanish
Jing Luan Mandarin
Musa Ngqungwana Xhosa
Allan Schimmel Dutch
Mete Egemen Turkish

Andrea Bowman French
Jojo Saba Arabic
Marvin Keenze Japanese
Alex Weisiger Russian
João Magalhaes Portuguese
Fran Bjornby Kraemer Icelandic



ANNOUNCEMENTS MAY 20, 2018

The liturgist today is Rev. Sarah Weisiger.  The Greeter is Becky Yep, and the ushers are Jim 
Schreyer (Captain), Fred Barfoot, Andrew Bowman, Jon Rogers, and Stella Tsai.

The chancel flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and in memory of my mother, Eileen M. 
Coyne, by Heather Coyne.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK
Monday, May 21 Missions Committee 6:30 p.m.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
First Church is delighted to welcome new members Douglas & Jennifer Boyd, Daniel & Anna 
Mellinger, and Brianna Wronko.  The Boyds and The Mellingers attend the Celebration! service 
at 9 a.m.  Ms. Wronko attends the 11 a.m. worship service, and is active in the Young Adult 
group.  Please welcome our newest members!

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
This Wednesday, May 23rd, at 7:30 p.m., we will gather at First Church for a night of “Ask the 
Pastor.”  Jesse will be joining us for discussion so come with questions for him.  For more 
information on the Young Adult Group contact Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), 
and join the Young Adult fellowship group on Facebook.

FPC Q
The group formerly known as the LGBT Fellowship is re-launching as FPC Q!  Our first event 
under the new name will be a brunch TODAY following the 11 a.m. service; meet in Old 
Buttonwood Hall.  For information please email lgbt@fpcphila.org and join the FPC Q group on 
Facebook.

NEW FIRST CHURCH PHOTO DIRECTORY
First Church is publishing a new photo directory and we are collecting photos from all families.    
If you do not have a recent photograph we will be taking photos after worship today and 
next Sunday (May 20 & May 27) in Old Buttonwood Hall--look for Sarah Weisiger or Patti 
Sassoli.  Otherwise, please email the church office (office@fpcphila.org) so that we can arrange 
to take your photo at another time.

NHJA ANGEL PICNIC
The National Homicide Justice Alliance (NHJA), a First Church Mission partner, invites the 
congregation to the 3rd Annual Angel Picnic on Saturday, June 2nd, from 10:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. at 
Liberty Lands Park, 3rd & Poplar Streets.  NHJA empowers survivors of murder victims to seek 
justice through education and advocacy.  The Angel Picnic raises funds for NHJA programs that 
build community and raise awareness of the devastation of murder on families and friends of 
murder victims.  For more information contact Crystal Reeck (crystalreeck@gmail.com).

(continued)



RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE
The Missions Committee is sponsoring a Red Cross blood drive that will be held at the church in 
Old Buttonwood Hall on Monday, June 4, from 3-8 p.m.  To schedule an appointment, call 800-
RED CROSS or visit redcrossblood.org and enter the sponsor code First Presbyterian Church 
Philadelphia.  Visit redcrossblood.org for more information.
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SUNDAYS @ FIRST
CELEBRATION!
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the MacColl Room 
at 9:45 a.m.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following 11 o’clock worship our Deacons lead a brief period of 
intercessory prayer in Rev. Garner’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests 
and place it in the offering plate or join the Deacons for the prayer time after worship.


