
First Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia 

 

CELEBRATION! 
Easter, April 1, 2018  

Welcome  Rev. Jesse Garner 
 
Opening Acclamation 

Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 

 
*Song (insert)      Christ the Lord is Risen Today 

*Prayer 

 The Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 

 Seeing and Touching the Word 

 Reading the Word of God Mark 16:1-8 Rev. Sarah Weisiger 



 
 Reflections  Rev. Megan LeCluyse 
 
 
*The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Offering 

 

 
 



 The Lord’s Supper 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever. Amen. 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Let us keep the feast! 

Prayer after Communion 
God, who takes care of each one of us, 
thank you for feeding us with the bread of life and the cup of 
salvation; 
Now send us out into the world to tell everyone about your love. 
Amen. 

 Benediction and Going Forth 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the power of the Holy Spirit.  Alleluia! 

*Closing Song (insert) Christ is Risen! Shout Hosanna!  



Announcements  April 1, 2018 

The church office will be closed tomorrow, April 2. 
 
 
One Great Hour of Sharing 
For more than sixty years, Presbyterians have joined with Christians throughout America on 
Easter in supporting One Great Hour of Sharing. Through this offering, the refugee and the 
stranger have found food and safe shelter; those stunned by the aftermath of disasters have 
found relief and help re-building; and communities seeking to take control of their future have 
found partners in development. Our gifts support the work of the Committee for the Self- 
Development of People, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, and the Presbyterian Hunger Program. 
The hundreds of millions of dollars Presbyterians have given over the last half century have 
enabled a powerful witness to the love of the One who came that all might have life more 
abundantly. 
 
 
Young Adult Group 
Next Sunday, April 8th, after the 11 o’clock service, join us for our monthly brunch at the Irish 
Pub.  We will meet in Old Buttonwood Hall following the service.  If this is your first time, please 
join us as our guest. This Wednesday, April 4th, at 6:30 p.m., we will be taking a break from our 
normal Young Adult gathering and joining the church for the Constitution Seminar (see below).  
For more information on the Young Adult Group contact Annie LeCluyse 
(youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult fellowship group on Facebook. 
 
 
Constitution Seminar 
The subject of this year’s annual Constitution Seminar, once again led by Will Harris, is the “New” 
Constitution created by the 14th Amendment, adopted in 1868 in the aftermath of the Civil War, 
which addresses citizenship rights and equal protection of the laws for all persons.  We will 
discuss the strong parallels of the New Constitution to the Biblical understanding of resurrection, 
the core components of the New Constitution as the key to the resurrection of the American 
national community, and its relevance in our current time of great civic crisis.  The seminar will be 
held on Wednesdays, April 4, 11, & 18, from 6:30 – 8 p.m., and conclude with a meeting on 
Saturday, April 21, from 10 a.m. – 12 noon.  Parking will be available with placard. 
 
 
Interested in First Church? 
If you would like to learn more about First Church and how you can be a part of the life and 
ministry of the church, you’re invited to attend our new member class on Saturday, April 28th, 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  The class is informal and explores what Presbyterians believe, what 
membership means, and how to get involved at First Church.  Contact Sarah 
(sarah.weisiger@fpcphila.org) or Jesse (jesse.garner@fpcphila.org) for more information. 


