
The Service for the Lord’s Day
Resurrection of the Lord April 1, 2018

11:00 a.m. 

Χριστός ἀνέστη!

Christ is Risen!



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Whether you are visiting today for the first time, or are a longtime member of this church, we 
are glad you’re here.
The symbol of our church has long been “the open door.”  We strive very hard to be just that, a 
community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom.  We don’t all look or act alike, and we 
certainly don’t all think alike.  We come from many different faith traditions.  We bring different 
questions, and we carry different burdens.  But every Sunday, we worship together as one.
This is a very historic congregation.  The first gatherings of the Presbyterian Church (USA) met 
in our church.  Three of our members signed the Declaration of Independence.  But we are not a 
museum or a monument to the past.  Today we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world 
and bring our faith to bear on the contemporary issues facing this city just as did the founders of 
this church over three hundred years ago.
After the service, please stick around.  If you have questions about the church and its ministries, 
or our historic building, please ask.  We’d love to tell you about them.  So have a cup of coffee 
with us.  Introduce yourself to one of our clergy.  You never know—you just might be home!

Jesse Garner, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins and Children’s Bulletins for ages 7-12 are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at SP+ Parking, located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE Incantation pour un jour Saint Jean Langlais
  Saraband for the Morning of Easter Herbert Howells

*CANTICLE Introit for Easter Day Plainsong
I have risen and am still with you, alleluia.
You have laid your hand upon me, alleluia.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, alleluia, alleluia.

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Jesse Garner
This is the day that the LORD has made; 
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
 Psalm 118:24

*HYMN 123  Jesus Christ Is Risen Today Easter Hymn

*SENTENCES  Rev. Megan LeCluyse
Rejoice, heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels!
Exult, all creation around God's throne!
Jesus Christ our King is risen!

Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendor,
radiant in the brightness of your King!
Jesus Christ our King is risen!

Rejoice, O church! Exult in glory!
The risen Savior shines upon you!
Jesus Christ our King is risen!

*PRAYER OF ADORATION
᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 WELCOME  Rev. Jesse Garner

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
All-knowing, all-powerful God, we confess that even on this most holy of days, we struggle 
to believe in the victory of life over death shown to the world in the resurrection of your son 
Jesus Christ.  By the power of your Holy Spirit, incline our hearts to believe the glorious 
news, that we may devote our lives to making whole all that is broken in this world for the 
sake of our Risen Lord.  Hear now the prayers we offer in silence…

*Those who are able may stand.



 KYRIE  Andrew Senn

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

  ANTHEM Sing Ye to the Lord Edward Bairstow
Sing ye to the Lord, for He hath triumphed gloriously.  Pharaoh’s chariots and his host 
hath He cast into the sea.  Mighty Victim from the sky, hell’s fierce powers beneath Thee 
lie; Thou hast conquered in the fight, Thou hast brought us life and light.  Now no more 
can death appall, now no more the grave enthrall; Thou hast opened Paradise, and in 
Thee Thy Saints shall rise.  Alleluia!  Amen

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

 OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 25:6-9 (p. 639)

 EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 (p. 172)

 GOSPEL Mark 16:1-8 (p. 53)
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GLORIA IN EXCELSIS (insert)   



 SERMON The Rest of the Story Rev. Jesse Garner
So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them;

and they said nothing to any one, for they were afraid…
Mark 16:8

*HYMN 122 Thine is the Glory Maccabeus
The refrain is sung after every stanza.

*NICENE CREED (Ecumenical Version)  Rev. Sarah Weisiger
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
 eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
 Light from Light, true God from true God,
 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made.
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
 and became truly human.
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
 he suffered death and was buried.
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
 and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
 who has spoken through the prophets.
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,
 and the life of the world to come.   Amen.

 OFFERTORY Christ the Lord is Risen Again Philip W. J. Stopford
Christ the Lord is risen again, Christ hath broken every chain.  Hark, angelic voices cry, 
singing ever more on high, Alleluia!
He who gave for us his life, who for us endured the strife, is our Paschal Lamb today; we 
too sing for joy, and say Alleluia!



He who bore all pain and loss comfortless upon the cross, lives in glory now on high, 
pleads for us, and hears our cry:  Alleluia!
He who slumbered in the grave is exalted now to save; now through Christendom it 
rings that the Lamb is King of kings.  Alleluia!
Thou, our Paschal Lamb indeed, Christ, thy ransomed people feed; take our sins and 
guilt away:  let us sing by night and day.  Alleluia!

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen.

 SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Sanctus (insert)

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.  Amen.

Communion Hymn 106 Alleluia, Alleluia! Alleluia No. 1

*HYMN 119 The Strife is O'er Victory

*BENEDICTION

Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!

*CHORAL BENEDICTION Hallelujah! G. F. W. Handel

 POSTLUDE Marche Triomphale Theodore Dubois



ANNOUNCEMENTS APRIL 1, 2018
The liturgists today are Rev. Megan LeCluyse and Rev. Sarah Weisiger.  The Greeter is Larry 
Slagle, and the ushers are Jon Rogers, Captain, Philip Amoa, Reginald Amoa, Dave Nave, and 
Michael Smith.

The church office will be closed tomorrow, April 2.  

MEETINGS THIS WEEK
Thursday, March 5 Trustees 6:30 p.m.
 Deacons 6:45 p.m.

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
Next Sunday, April 8th, after the 11 o’clock service, join us for our monthly brunch at the Irish 
Pub.  We will meet in Old Buttonwood Hall following the service.  If this is your first time, 
please join us as our guest. This Wednesday, April 4th, at 6:30 p.m., we will be taking a break 
from our normal Young Adult gathering and join the church for the Constitution Seminar.  For 
more information on the Young Adult Group contact Annie LeCluyse 
(youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult fellowship group on Facebook.

CONSTITUTION SEMINAR
The subject of this year’s annual Constitution Seminar, once again led by Will Harris, is the 
“New” Constitution created by the 14th Amendment, adopted in 1868 in the aftermath of the 
Civil War, which addresses citizenship rights and equal protection of the laws for all persons.  
We will discuss the strong parallels of the New Constitution to the Biblical understanding of 
resurrection, the core components of the New Constitution as the key to the resurrection of the 
American national community, and its relevance in our current time of great civic crisis.  The 
seminar will be held on Wednesdays, April 4, 11, & 18, from 6:30 – 8 p.m., and conclude with a 
meeting on Saturday, April 21, from 10 a.m. – 12 noon.  Parking will be available with placard.

WOMEN OF WIT & WISDOM
Women of Wit & Wisdom will next meet on Tuesday (note change of day), April 10, 12:30 pm, 
for lunch in Old Buttonwood Hall.  We will share our personal journeys, career paths, and other 
adventures.  Join us and discover why we First Church Sisters are women of wit and wisdom!  
Please RSVP no later than Thursday, April 5, to the church office (office@fpcphila.org; 
215-567-0532).  (Attendees will be responsible for the cost of their lunch.)

BAND OF BOOMERS
The Band of Boomers next event will be brunch at Aldine (19th & Chestnut) following the 
11o’clock service on Sunday, April 15.  For information and to RSVP, please contact Shellie 
Unger (boomers@fpcphila.org).

(continued)



INTERESTED IN FIRST CHURCH?
If you would like to learn more about First Church and how you can be a part of the life and 
ministry of the church, you’re invited to attend our new member class on Saturday, April 28th 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  The class is informal and explores what Presbyterians believe, what 
membership means, and how to get involved at First Church.  Contact Sarah 
(sarah.weisiger@fpcphila.org) or Jesse (jesse.garner@fpcphila.org) for more information.

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
For more than sixty years, Presbyterians have joined with Christians throughout America on 
Easter in supporting One Great Hour of Sharing.  Through this offering, the refugee and the 
stranger have found food and safe shelter; those stunned by the aftermath of disasters have 
found relief and help re-building; and communities seeking to take control of their future have 
found partners in development.  Our gifts support the work of the Committee for the Self-
Development of People, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, and the Presbyterian Hunger Program.   
The hundreds of millions of dollars Presbyterians have given over the last half century have 
enabled a powerful witness to the love of the One who came that all might have life more 
abundantly.
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