
First Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia 

 

CELEBRATION! 
November 19, 2017 

 Welcome  Rev. Jesse Garner 

 Opening Acclamation 
Open our lips, O Lord, 
And our mouths shall proclaim your praise! 

*Song (insert) Now Thank We All Our God 

*Prayer 

 The Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 

 Seeing and Touching the Word 



 Reading the Word of God Matthew 25:14-30 Courtney Russ-Friedman 
 
 Reflections  Rev. Megan LeCluyse 
 
*The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Offering 

 
 



 The Lord’s Supper 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever. Amen. 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Let us keep the feast! 

Prayer after Communion 
God, who takes care of each one of us, 
thank you for feeding us with the bread of life and the cup of 
salvation; 
Now send us out into the world to tell everyone about your love. 
Amen. 

 Benediction and Going Forth 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the power of the Holy Spirit.  Alleluia! 

*Closing Song (insert) Know That God is Good 



Announcements  November 19, 2017 

Christian Education 
Sunday school for children (ages 5 and up) is held on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran 
Room. A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the MacColl 
Room at 9:45 a.m. 
 
Young Adult Group 
This Wednesday, November 22nd, at 7:30 p.m. we will be gathering at First Church (enter on the 
21st Street side) for a Thanksgiving celebration.  Bring food to share and we’ll watch a Charlie 
Brown Thanksgiving!  For more information on the Young Adult Group contact Annie LeCluyse 
(youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult fellowship group on Facebook. 
 
Thanksgiving Drivers Needed for MANNA 
On Thanksgiving Day, all MANNA clients receive a hot meal (for 4 people), including all the 
Thanksgiving favorites. MANNA needs drivers to deliver these special meals Thanksgiving 
morning between 9:45 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. Drivers are given 3-4 stops in their delivery route, 
which takes only about 1-1½ hours to complete. If you can help, please contact Taylor Perkins 
(tperkins@mannapa.org or 215-496-2662 ext 100), and let her know you’re from First Church! 
 
Community Thanksgiving Service 
This year’s Community Thanksgiving Service will be held at the Philadelphia Ethical Society (1906 
Rittenhouse Square) on Tuesday, November 21st, at 7:00 p.m.  Participating congregations include 
Trinity Memorial Episcopal, Holy Trinity Episcopal, Holy Communion Lutheran, Temple Beth 
Zion/Beth Israel, and First Presbyterian, as well as other community organizations. 
 
Riverside Christmas Party  
We are looking for volunteers for entertainment and help for the annual Riverside Christmas 
party, which is Tuesday, December 12th at 7:00 pm.  This could be singing a song, or reading a 
short story/poem of the season.  We also need help to provide food (baked goods, hummus/pita, 
crudités, punch or a low-calorie punch recipe).  Every year, this event touches the hearts of so 
many people.  If you are interested in helping out, please contact Jordana Woodford 
(jordana.woodford@fpcphila.org or 443-608-2548) or the church office (office@fpcphila.org) 
 
Advent Casserole Blitz 
As we approach the Advent season, we contemplate God’s amazing love in the gift of his son, 
Christ Jesus.  In that context, we seek to show God’s love for our neighbors.  The Missions 
committee is organizing our quarterly casserole blitz to make 30-40 casseroles to feed those in 
need through the University City Hospitality Coalition (UCHC).  Volunteers are needed between 
8:30 and 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, December 2nd in the church kitchen (ring the buzzer and enter 
through the 21st St. door).  We have a lot of fun, enjoying coffee, doughnuts and fellowship—and 
leave knowing we’ve accomplished something good for our community.  If interested, please 
contact Beverly Cowart at missions@fpcphila.org or 215-382-4315. 
 


