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O Saviour, as thou hang’st upon the tree; 
I turne my backe to thee, but to receive 
Corrections, till thy mercies bid thee leave. 
O thinke mee worth thine anger, punish mee, 
Burne off my rusts, and my deformity, 
Restore thine Image, so much, by thy grace, 
That thou may’st know mee, and I’ll turne my face. 

From Good Friday 1613. Riding Westward by John Donne



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Grace and peace to you as we gather for worship!  Here in this place, the seasons of our lives are 
marked:  the children of God of every age are baptized, marriages are celebrated, and when one 
grieves, the whole body grieves together.  We are a family of faith. 
And just as Christ Jesus has welcomed each person to this church for over three hundred years, 
we extend our word of welcome in his name.  Christ loves all, calls all, and welcomes all, and so 
whether this is your first time here, or you have worshipped here for years, everyone enters this 
place with the profound welcome of Jesus Christ. 
This congregation is steeped in history – three members of the church signed the Declaration of 
Independence.  We are a part of the history of this city from its earliest days.  But make no 
mistake about it:  this is a living, breathing congregation seeking in real and tangible ways to 
make the grace of God known to our very modern world. 
We would love to know you, and for you to know us.  Please stay after the service and join in our 
fellowship time together where we enjoy refreshments, and most importantly, share our lives 
together.  And if in getting to know us, you feel God is calling you to join together with us in 
living God’s grace in this place, it would be our joy for you to become a part of this community. 

Baron Mullis, Pastor 
IF YOU ARE NEW HERE 
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall. 
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities. 

HELPFUL INFORMATION 
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance. 
Large print bulletins and children’s bulletins are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at SP+ Parking, located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate. 

BE SOCIAL! 
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove. 

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 PRELUDE Psalm Prelude, Set 2, No. 1 Herbert Howells 
Out of the depths have I cried to you, Lord hear my voice. 

*PROCESSIONAL (Choir) The Royal Banners Forward Go Vexilla Regis 

*SENTENCES  Dr. Mullis 
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
Have mercy on me, a sinner. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
Have mercy on me, a sinner. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
Have mercy on me, a sinner. 

*PRAYER 

 THE FIRST WORD 
Choir God So Loved the World John Stainer 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoso believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  For God sent not his Son into the 
world to condemn the world; but that the world through Him might be saved. 

Sermon Father, forgive them… Dr. Mullis 

*Hymn 97 (verses 1-3) Go to Dark Gethsemane Redhead 76 

 THE SECOND WORD 
Choir A Fair and Delectable Place Richard Webster 

Behold and see your Lord, your God, who is your Creator and your endless joy; see 
your own brother, see your Savior; my child, behold and see what delight and bliss I 
have in your salvation, and for my love rejoice with me.  With a kindly countenance 
our good Lord looked into his side, with sweet regard he drew by the same wound 
his creature’s understanding, and there he revealed a fair and delectable place, large 
enough for all mankind that will be saved and will rest in peace and love. (from 
Revelations of Divine Love – Dame Julian of Norwich, 1342-1417) 

*Those who are able may stand.



Sermon Today, you will be with me… Dr. Middleton 

*Hymn 100 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross Rockingham 

 THE THIRD WORD 
Choir Drop, Drop Slow Tears Orlando Gibbons 

Drop, drop, slow tears, and bathe those beauteous feet, 
which brought from heaven the news and Prince of Peace. 
Cease not, wet eyes, his mercies to entreat; 
to cry for vengeance sin doth never cease. 
In your deep floods drown all my faults and fears; 
nor let his eye see sin, but through my tears. 

Sermon Woman, behold your son… Rev. Weisiger 

*Hymn 85 What Wondrous Love Wondrous Love 

 THE FOURTH WORD 
Choir The Reproaches John Sanders 

O my people, what have I done to you?  How have I offended you?  Answer me! 
I led you out of Egypt, from slavery to freedom, but you led your Saviour to the 
cross. 
O my people, what have I done to you?  How have I offended you?  Answer me! 
Holy is God!  Holy and strong!  Holy immortal One, have mercy on us. 
For forty years I led you safely through the desert.  I fed you with manna from 
heaven, and brought you to a land of plenty; but you led your Saviour to the cross. 
Holy is God! Holy and strong!  Holy immortal One, have mercy on us. 
What more could I have done for you?  I planted you as my fairest vine, but you 
yielded only bitterness: when I was thirsty you gave me vinegar to drink, and you 
pierced your Saviour's side with a lance. 
Holy is God!  Holy and strong!  Holy immortal One, have mercy on us. 
I opened the sea before you, but you opened my side with a spear. 
I led you on your way in a pillar of cloud, but you led me to Pilate's court. 
O my people, what have I done to you?  How have I offended you?  Answer me! 
I bore you up with manna in the desert, but you struck me down and scourged me.  I 
gave you saving water from the rock, but you gave me gall and vinegar to drink. 
O my people, what have I done to you?  How have I offended you?  Answer me! 



I gave you a royal sceptre, but you gave me a crown of thorns. 
I raised you to the height of majesty, but you have raised me high on a cross. 
O my people, what have I done to you?  How have I offended you?  Answer me! 

Sermon My God, My God, why… Dr. Mullis 

*Hymn 98 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded Passion Chorale 

 THE FIFTH WORD 
Choir Were You There Bob Chilcott 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
O, sometimes it causes me to tremble. 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
O, sometimes it causes me to tremble. 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

Sermon I thirst… Rev. Campbell 

*Hymn 96 Calvary Spiritual 

 THE SIXTH WORD 
Choir Lord, Let Me Know Mine End Maurice Greene 

Lord, let me know mine end, and the number of my days, that I may be certified how 
long I have to live.  Behold, thou hast made my days as it were a span long, and 
mine age is even as nothing in respect of thee; and verily every man living is 
altogether vanity.  For man walketh in a vain shadow, and disquieteth himself in 
vain, he heapeth up riches, and cannot tell who shall gather them.  And now, Lord, 
what is my hope, truly my hope is even in thee.  Hear my prayer, O Lord, and with 
thine ears consider my calling, hold not thy peace at my tears.  O spare me a little, 
that I may recover my strength, before I go hence, and be no more seen.  (Psalm 
39:5-9, 13, 15) 

Sermon It is finished… Rev. Ross 

*Hymn 93 Ah, Holy Jesus Herzliebster Jesu 



 THE SEVENTH WORD 
Choir Agnus Dei Plainsong 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, 
miserere nobis. 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, 
miserere nobis. 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, 
dona nobis pacem.  

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of 
the world, have mercy upon us. 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of 
the world, have mercy upon us. 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace. 

Sermon Father, into your hands… Dr. Mullis 

*Hymn (facing page) The Roseate Hues Neswick 

*RECESSIONAL Jesus, Remember Me Taize 
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JESUS CHRIST: PASSION AND DEATH

This is my ending;
this, my resurrection;
into your hands,
Lord, I commit my spirit.
This have I searched for;
now I can possess it.
This ground is holy.

5 6 All heaven is singing,
“Thanks to Christ whose passion
offers in mercy
healing, strength, and pardon.
Peoples and nations,
take it; take it freely!”
Amen! My Master!

227Jesus, Remember Me

This chant-like setting, intended for repeated singing, comes from the ecumenical monastic community in
Taizé, France. Based on the prayer of the penitent thief crucified with Jesus (Luke 23:42), this text is a
poignant expression of the desire to be present with Christ in glory.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Taizé Community, 1981
MUSIC: Jacques Berthier, 1981
Text and Music © 1981 Les Presses de Taizé (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.)

REMEMBER ME
Irregular

226-there 227-jesus.mus, Page 2





WORSHIP LEADERS 
The Reverend Mindy Campbell is pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Woodbridge, NJ, and a 
former Associate Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia. 

The Reverend Dr. Paul Middleton is a Fellow at the Center for Theological Inquiry in Princeton, 
NJ and Sr. Lecturer in Biblical Studies at University of Chester, England. 

The Reverend Kenneth Ross is a parish associate of First Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia. 

The Reverend Sarah Weisiger is Minister for Membership and Faith Formation at First 
Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia. 

The Reverend Dr. Baron Mullis is pastor of First Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia. 

᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 

Easter - April 21 
7:00 a.m. Sunrise Service meet at 21st Street entrance 
8:00 a.m. Breakfast Old Buttonwood Hall 
9:00 a.m. Celebration! Worship Old Buttonwood Hall 
9:45 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt Old Buttonwood Hall 
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Sanctuary 
12:15 p.m. Fellowship Old Buttonwood Hall

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA 
201 South 21st Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 
215-567-0532 

www.fpcphila.org 

The Reverend Dr. Baron A. Mullis, Pastor and Head of Staff 
The Reverend Megan LeCluyse, Celebration Team Leader 

Mr. Andrew Senn, Director of Music and Organist 
Ms. Suzanne Riemann, Church Administrator 

The Reverend Jerry K. Foote, Minister for Congregational Care 
The Reverend Sarah Weisiger, Minister for Membership and Faith Formation 

Mrs. Patti Sassoli, Director of Communications 
Ms. Annie LeCluyse, Young Adult Leader  

The Reverend Barbara A. Chaapel 
The Reverend Kenneth J. Ross 

The Reverend Herbert D. Valentine 
Parish Associates
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