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“Hope is being  able to see that there is light 
despite all of the darkness.”

Desmond Tutu



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Grace and peace to you as we gather for worship!  Here in this place, the seasons of our lives are 
marked:  the children of God of every age are baptized, marriages are celebrated, and when one 
grieves, the whole body grieves together.  We are a family of faith.
And just as Christ Jesus has welcomed each person to this church for over three hundred years, 
we extend our word of welcome in his name.  Christ loves all, calls all, and welcomes all, and so 
members and guests alike enter to worship with the same profound welcome.
This congregation is steeped in history – three members of the church signed the Declaration of 
Independence.  We are a part of the history of this city from its earliest days.  But make no 
mistake about it:  this is a living, breathing congregation seeking in real and tangible ways to 
make the grace of God known to our very modern world.
We would love to know you, and for you to know us.  Please stay after the service and join in our 
fellowship time together where we enjoy refreshments, and most importantly, share our lives 
together.  And if in getting to know us, you feel God is calling you to join together with us in 
living God’s grace in this place, it would be our joy for you to become a part of this community.

Baron Mullis, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins are available in the narthex.
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at SP+ Parking, located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE Fantasia of Four Parts Orlando Gibbons

 CANTICLE  George Thalben-Ball
Let not your heart be troubled. Ye believe in God, believe also in me.

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Megan LeCluyse
This is the day that the LORD has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it!
 Psalm 118:24

*HYMN 416 Christ is Made the Sure Foundation Westminster Abbey

*SENTENCES  
The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot.
The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; I have a goodly heritage.
I bless the LORD who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs me.
I keep the LORD always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.
Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; my body also rests secure.
 Psalm 16:5-9

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

 WELCOME Rev. Dr. Baron Mullis

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Holy God, you call us to faithfulness to you.  Surrounded by idols of our own making, 
you invite us to a deeper trust: To know that you are sufficient for all our needs.  Forgive 
our tendency to rely on what we can see.  Forgive our tendency to seek security in 
transient things.  You have called us to faithfulness in order that our lives might be full 
and peaceful.  So, renew in us an awareness of your abiding faithfulness to creation.  
Remind us that your mercies are from everlasting to everlasting, and that all you will for 

*Those who are able may stand.



us is good.  Hear our prayers that we offer in the silence of our hearts as we pray them 
in Jesus’ name and for his sake…

 KYRIE  Andrew Senn

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

 ANTHEM Great Day Moses Hogan
Great day, the righteous marching, God’s gonna build up Zion’s walls.
We want no cowards in our band, we call for valiant-hearted men.
Chariot rode on the mountain top, my God spoke and the chariot did stop.
This is the day of jubilee, the Lord has set his people free.

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

 OLD TESTAMENT 1 Samuel 2:1-10  (p. 243)

 EPISTLE Hebrews 10:15-25 (p. 219)

 GOSPEL Mark 13:1-8 (p. 49)



This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GLORIA PATRI  Westminster Abbey
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one.
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen.

 SERMON Tearing Down the Temples Dr. Mullis
Then Jesus asked him, "Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone

will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down."
Mark 13:2

*HYMN 7 Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth Mit Freuden zart

*APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.  Amen

 OFFERTORY Teach Me, O Lord William Byrd
Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy statutes, and I shall keep it unto the end.  Give me 
understanding, and I shall keep thy law.  Yea, I shall keep it with my whole heart.  Make 
me to go in the path of thy commandments, for therein is my desire.  Incline my heart 
unto thy testimonies, and not to covetousness.  O turn away mine eyes, lest they behold 
vanity, and quicken thou me in thy way.  O stablish thy word in thy servant, that I may 
fear thee.  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, as it was in the 
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.



*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen.

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*HYMN 551 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come St. George’s Windsor

*BENEDICTION  

 POSTLUDE Voluntary VIII Anonymous
   18th century England

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

SUNDAYS @ FIRST
CELEBRATION!
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
A Sunday School class for young children and their families is held at 10 a.m. in the Cochran 
Room.  Contact Sarah Weisiger (sarah.weisiger@fpcphila.org) for more information.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following 11 o’clock worship our Deacons lead a brief period of 
intercessory prayer in Dr. Mullis’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests 
and place it in the offering plate or join the Deacons for the prayer time after worship.



Announcements November 18, 2018
The liturgist today is the Rev. Megan LeCluyse.  The Greeter is Heather Coyne, and the ushers 
are William Swoope (Captain), Philip Amoa, Reginald Amoa, Jack Melvin, and Dave Nave.

The chancel flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving remembrance of his aunt, 
Frances Duff Swoope, by Bill Swoope.

The church office will be closed on Thursday, November 22nd, and Friday, November 23rd, for the 
Thanksgiving holiday.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK
Tuesday, November 20 Wise Retirees 9:30 a.m.

TWENTIES & THIRTIES GROUP  (FORMERLY YOUNG ADULTS)
This Wednesday, November 21st, at 7:30 p.m., we will gather at First Church to decorate the 
ornaments for our Advent “Giving Tree.”  For more information on the Twenties & Thirties 
(T&T) Group contact Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Twenties & 
Thirties fellowship group on Facebook.

INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING CELEBRATION
On Tuesday, November 20th, at 7 p.m. join neighborhood and faith communities and the 
Bethesda Project for Thanksgiving in Action, an interfaith Thanksgiving celebration to address 
homelessness at the Church of the Holy Trinity, 1904 Walnut Street (Rittenhouse Square).  
There will be a free-will offering to benefit Bethesda Project programs.

MOVING FIRST FORWARD - GROWING IN GRATITUDE
We have preliminary results from Stewardship Sunday (November 11):  we received 70 pledges 
for a total of $323,192 for 2019 Annual Giving.  Pledges are still coming in; if you have not yet 
submitted your pledge for 2019, there’s still time!  Please complete a pledge card, available in 
the pews or in the church office.  You can also pledge online at www.fpcphila.org/make-a-pledge. 

GIVING TUESDAY
On the Tuesday after Thanksgiving, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) will once again participate 
in a celebration of giving that is observed around the globe.  #GivingTuesday, which this year 
falls on Nov. 27, is described by its organizers as “a global day of giving that harnesses the 
collective power of individuals, communities and organizations to encourage philanthropy and to 
celebrate generosity worldwide.”  Within the PC(USA), opportunities to make a #GivingTuesday 
gift will range from the national level to congregations. A Presbyterian #GivingTuesday webpage 
(www.presbyterian-givingtuesday.org)offers several giving options for Presbyterian Mission 
Agency ministries and other PC(USA) causes.

(continued)
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