
The Service for the Lord’s Day
Fifth Sunday in Lent March 18, 2018

11:00 a.m.
  

Once to every man and nation comes the moment to decide,
In the strife of Truth with Falsehood, for the good or evil side;
Some great cause, God’s new Messiah, offering each the bloom or blight,
Parts the goats upon the left hand, and the sheep upon the right,
And the choice goes by forever ‘twixt that darkness and that light.

Then to side with Truth is noble when we share her wretched crust,
Ere her cause bring fame and profit, and ‘tis prosperous to be just;
Then it is the brave man chooses, while the coward stands aside,
Doubting in his abject spirit, till his Lord is crucified,
And the multitude make virtue of the faith they had denied.

James Russell Lowell
from “The Present Crisis” (1845)



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Whether you are visiting today for the first time, or are a longtime member of this church, we 
are glad you’re here.
The symbol of our church has long been “the open door.”  We strive very hard to be just that, a 
community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom.  We don’t all look or act alike, and we 
certainly don’t all think alike.  We come from many different faith traditions.  We bring different 
questions, and we carry different burdens.  But every Sunday, we worship together as one.
This is a very historic congregation.  The first gatherings of the Presbyterian Church (USA) met 
in our church.  Three of our members signed the Declaration of Independence.  But we are not a 
museum or a monument to the past.  Today we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world 
and bring our faith to bear on the contemporary issues facing this city just as did the founders of 
this church over three hundred years ago.
After the service, please stick around.  If you have questions about the church and its ministries, 
or our historic building, please ask.  We’d love to tell you about them.  So have a cup of coffee 
with us.  Introduce yourself to one of our clergy.  You never know—you just might be home!

Jesse Garner, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins and Children’s Bulletins for ages 7-12 are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at SP+ Parking, located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE O Lamm Gottes, unschuldig J. S. Bach

 CANTICLE The Lent Prose, verse 5 Plainsong
Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us, for we have sinned against thee.
Innocent, captive, taken unresisting: falsely accused,
and for us sinners sentenced, save us we pray thee, Jesu our Redeemer.

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Jesse Garner
This is the covenant that I will make with my people, says the LORD:
I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts…
 Jeremiah 31:33

*HYMN 82 O Lamb of God Most Holy! O Lamm Gottes

*SENTENCES  Rev. Sarah Weisiger
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.
For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.
Do not cast me away from your presence,
and restore to me the joy of your salvation.
 Psalm 51

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 WELCOME  Rev. Jesse Garner

*Those who are able may stand.



 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Gracious and merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart, 
nor loved our neighbors as we ought.  We have strayed from your commandments, and 
turned away from those in need.  Do not remember our sins, but forgive our iniquities, 
that we may fix our eyes on you and by the power of your Holy Spirit, sin no more.  Hear 
now the confession we offer in silence…

 TRISAGION (insert)  

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

 ANTHEM Wash Me Thoroughly Samuel Sebastian Wesley
Wash me thoroughly from my wickedness,
and forgive me all my sin.
For I acknowledge my faults,
and my sin is ever before me.  (Psalm 51:2-3)

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

 OLD TESTAMENT Jeremiah 31:31-34 (p. 721)

 EPISTLE Hebrews 5:5–10  (p. 215)

 NEW TESTAMENT John 12:20-33  (p. 104)

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



*GLORIA PATRI (insert)  

 SERMON Time to Decide Rev. Jesse Garner
“Now is the judgment of this world…”

John 12:31

*APOSTLES’ CREED (insert) I Believe in God the Father Psalm 42

 OFFERTORY Geistliches Lied Johannes Brahms
Laß dich nur nichts nicht dauren mit Trauen,
sei stille, wie Gott es fügt,
so sei vergnügt mein Wille.

Was willst du heute sorgen auf morgen?
Der Eine steht allem für,
der gibt auch dir das Deine.

Sei nur in allem Handel ohn Wandel,
steh feste, was Gott be schleußt,
das ist und heißt das Beste.  Amen.

Let nothing ever grieve thee, distress thee, nor fret thee;
heed God’s good will, my soul,
be still, compose thee.
Why brood all day in sorrow?
Tomorrow will bring thee God’s help
benign and grace sublime in mercy.
Be true in all endeavor and ever ply bravely;
what God decrees brings joy and peace,
He’ll stay thee.  Amen.

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION Rev. Jesse Garner



 LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*HYMN 100 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross Rockingham

*BENEDICTION  

 POSTLUDE Christus der uns selig macht J. S. Bach

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

SUNDAYS @ FIRST
CELEBRATION!
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Sunday school for children (ages 5 and up) is held on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran 
Room.  A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the MacColl 
Room at 9:45 a.m.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following 11 o’clock worship our Deacons lead a brief period of 
intercessory prayer in Rev. Garner’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests 
and place it in the offering plate or join the Deacons for the prayer time after worship.



ANNOUNCEMENTS MARCH 18, 2018
The liturgist today is Rev. Sarah Weisiger.  The Greeter is Heather Coyne, and the ushers are 
Doug O’Malley, Captain, Fred Barfoot, Jeannie Boehner, Mary Elizabeth Greeley, and João 
Magalhaes.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK
Tuesday, March 20 Wise Retirees 9:30 a.m.
 PNC 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, March 21 Worship Committee 10:00 a.m.

SUNDAYS IN LENT - GUIDED SPIRITUAL DIRECTION
Each Sunday during Lent the Rev. Barbara Chaapel will offer guided spiritual direction from 
12:15 to 1:00 p.m. in the Whitefield Room.  This is an opportunity to learn and experience a 
spiritual practice for Lent, and to share silence and guided reflection.

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
This Wednesday, March 21st, at 7:30 p.m., we will gather at First Church (enter on the 21st 
Street side) for discussion-based fellowship.  We will be listening to a podcast, starting right at 
7:30, and discussing it after.  For more information on the Young Adult Group contact Annie 
LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult fellowship group on Facebook.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - URBAN TREE CONNECTION
Spring weather is forecast for next Saturday, March 24th, when we need volunteers to work in 
the gardens at Urban Tree Connection in West Philadelphia (608 N. 53rd Street ) from 10 a.m. 
until 1 p.m.  You’ll need a hat, gloves, sturdy shoes, sunblock and water.  Contact Bruce Rapsher 
(bruce.rapsher@fpcphila.org) for information.

PALM SUNDAY PROCESSION
Next Sunday, March 25th, First Church will participate in an ecumenical Palm Sunday procession 
with local churches.  We will begin our procession at Trinity Memorial Episcopal Church at 22nd 
and Spruce at 10:15 am.  We will process to the other three participating churches, pausing at 
each church for a brief liturgy.  The other churches participating with First Church and Trinity 
Memorial are The Lutheran Church of the Holy Communion (21st & Chestnut) and the Church 
of the Holy Trinity (Rittenhouse Square).

CONSTITUTION SEMINAR
The subject of this year’s annual Constitution Seminar, once again led by Will Harris, will be the 
“New” Constitution created by the 14th Amendment, adopted in 1868 in the aftermath of the 
Civil War, which addresses citizenship rights and equal protection of the laws for all persons.  

(continued)



We will discuss the strong parallels of the New Constitution to the Biblical understanding of 
resurrection, the core components of the New Constitution as the key to the resurrection of the 
American national community, and its relevance in our current time of great civic crisis.  The 
seminar will meet on Wednesday nights, April 4, 11, & 18, from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m., and conclude 
with a meeting on Saturday morning, April 21, from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon.

MOVING FIRST FORWARD UPDATE
A gift to First Church helps to support a broad range of ministries here at 21st & Walnut, 
throughout the city of Philadelphia, and beyond.  We are grateful for your faithful generosity.  
The following is an Annual Giving update for February 2018:

Average weekly attendance February 2018 (9 a.m. & 11 a.m.) 170

Budgeted Congregational giving for February $24,777

Actual Congregational giving for February $28,684
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