
The Service for the Lord’s Day 
 August 18, 2019 

11:00 a.m. 

"I learned the mysteries and contradictions of 
Scripture weren't meant to be fought against, but 
courageously engaged, and that the Bible by its 
very nature invites us to wrestle, doubt, imagine, 
and debate." 

—Rachel Held Evans 
Inspired



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Grace and peace to you as we gather for worship!  Here in this place, the seasons of our lives are 
marked:  the children of God of every age are baptized, marriages are celebrated, and when one 
grieves, the whole body grieves together.  We are a family of faith. 
And just as Christ Jesus has welcomed each person to this church for over three hundred years, 
we extend our word of welcome in his name.  Christ loves all, calls all, and welcomes all, and so 
whether this is your first time here, or you have worshipped here for years, everyone enters this 
place with the profound welcome of Jesus Christ. 
This congregation is steeped in history – three members of the church signed the Declaration of 
Independence.  We are a part of the history of this city from its earliest days.  But make no 
mistake about it:  this is a living, breathing congregation seeking in real and tangible ways to 
make the grace of God known to our very modern world. 
We would love to know you, and for you to know us.  Please stay after the service and join in our 
fellowship time together where we enjoy refreshments, and most importantly, share our lives 
together.  And if in getting to know us, you feel God is calling you to join together with us in 
living God’s grace in this place, it would be our joy for you to become a part of this community. 

Baron Mullis, Pastor 
IF YOU ARE NEW HERE 
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall. 
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities. 

HELPFUL INFORMATION 
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance. 
Large print bulletins and children’s bulletins are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at SP+ Parking, located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate. 

BE SOCIAL! 
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove. 

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 PRELUDE Improvisation  

 CALL TO WORSHIP  The Reverend Megan LeCluyse 
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 
the people whom The LORD has chosen as God’s heritage. 
  Hebrews 11:1 

*HYMN 477 Ye Servants of God Hanover 

*SENTENCES  Annie LeCluyse 
Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, 
let us also lay aside every weight 
and the sin that clings so closely, 
and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us. 
Mindful of the gifts we receive and confident of the sustenance the Lord provides, 
let us worship God. 
   Hebrews 12:1 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION 

  
᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 

 WELCOME   

 MINUTE FOR MISSION UCHC & Mexico Mission Trip Beverly Cowart 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
God of hope, we confess our disregard for your care, our doubt in your providence, our 
blindness to the signs of your love.  We are afraid to risk our comforts to find new life; 
we separate ourselves from you and from others and foster divisions between those you 
love.  Help us amend our lives and make us your faithful people who bear the good fruit 
of your Word in your world.  Hear now as we continue to pray in silence... 

*Those who are able may stand.



 KYRIE  Andrew Senn 

 

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Believe the promise of the Gospel: 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

  

 OLD TESTAMENT Jeremiah 23: 23-29 (p. 712) 

 EPISTLE Hebrews 11:29-12:2 (p. 221) 

 GOSPEL Luke 12:49-56 (p. 74) 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*GLORIA PATRI  Westminster Abbey 
Glory be to God the Father, 
Glory be to God the Son, 
Glory be to God the Spirit, 
ever three and ever one. 
As it was in the beginning, 
now and evermore shall be.  Amen. 



 SERMON When the (Scripture) Going Gets Tough Rev. LeCluyse 
Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? 

Luke 12:51 

*HYMN 374 Lord, Make Us Servants Dickinson College 

 APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
And in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; 
he descended into hell; 
the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
the holy catholic Church; 
the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins;  
the resurrection of the body; 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 OFFERTORY How Beautiful Are The Feet G. F. Handel 
How beautiful are the feet of them 
that preach the gospel of peace, 
and glad tidings of good things. 

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God all creatures here below, 
Praise God above ye heavenly host, 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 



 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 

 LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

*HYMN 343 Called As Partners In Christ’s Service Beecher 

*BENEDICTION   

 POSTLUDE Fugue in C J. S. Bach 

᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 

Soloist:  Monique Canniere 

SUNDAYS @ FIRST 
CELEBRATION! 
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Adult CE classes and Sunday School for young children and their families are on summer break 
and will resume in September.  Contact Sarah Weisiger (sarah.weisiger@fpcphila.org) for more 
information. 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER 
Each Sunday immediately following 11 o’clock worship our Deacons lead a brief period of 
intercessory prayer in Dr. Mullis’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests 
and place it in the offering plate or join the Deacons for the prayer time after worship.



ANNOUNCEMENTS AUGUST 18, 2019 
The liturgist this morning is Annie LeCluyse.  The greeter is Phil McMunigal, and the ushers are 
Anten Kraemer (Captain), Philip Amoa, Reginald Amoa, Jeannie Boehner, and Rebecca Yep. 

The chancel flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and in memory of Reid’s parents, David 
and Dorothy Reames, by Allan Schimmel. 

MEETINGS THIS WEEK 
There are no meetings this week. 

TWENTIES & THIRTIES (T&T) GROUP 
This Tuesday, August 20th, at 7:30pm we will be volunteering at Books Through Bars (4722 
Baltimore Ave).  Volunteering is from 7:30-9:30 p.m.  For more information on the T&T Group, 
contact Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Twenties & Thirties 
fellowship group on Facebook. 

CASSEROLE BLITZ 
Our summer casserole blitz will be held on Saturday, August 31st, between 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 
in the church kitchen.  (Ring the buzzer and enter through the 21st Street door.)  As always, the 
30-40 casseroles we make will be used to feed those in need through the University City 
Hospitality Coalition.  We have a lot of fun, enjoying coffee, doughnuts and fellowship—and 
leave knowing we’ve accomplished something good for our community.  If you can help, please 
contact Beverly Cowart (cowart@monell.org). 

JOIN A MISSION TRIP TO MEXICO CITY! 
Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church has invited congregants of First Church to join their mission 
trip to the most vulnerable communities of Mexico City from October 12 - 19, 2019. We would 
be working with Urban Mosaic, an organization our church has supported for a number of years, 
and to which we have sent mission volunteers in the past few years. Working with the people in 
their communities is an amazing experience. On this trip we will be doing light construction 
work to build up their communities, and helping to organize health-care centers. We need to set 
a team by the first week in September. Please contact Beverly Cowart if you are interested. 

NEW WORSHIP SPACE 
Your worship committee has been considering possibilities to create an intimate worship space 
for smaller services.  Take a moment and explore our new “Prophet Chapel” in the West 
Transept.  Using existing liturgical furniture that First Church has acquired through the years, 
we are pleased now to see that space emerge. 

(continued)



MASONRY AND ROOFING PROJECT UPDATE 
Work continues on both the masonry and roofing projects.  The scaffolding build is now 
complete, and all scaffolding will remain until the end of the masonry project.  Due to a 
combination of weather and bureaucratic issues beyond First Church’s control, the masonry 
project did not start when originally planned, so the estimated time for project completion (and 
removal of scaffolding) has been pushed into the fall.  As before, access to the church entrances 
is unaffected.  Refer to our website (www.fpcphila.org/masonry-roofing-project) for more 
information. 
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