
The Service for the Lord’s Day 
Second Sunday in Lent March 17, 2019 
 11:00 a.m. 

   

“The Dead Sea in the Middle East receives fresh water, but 
it has no outlet, so it doesn't pass the water out.  It 
receives beautiful water from the rivers, and the water 
goes dank.  I mean, it just goes bad.  And that's why it is 
the Dead Sea.  It receives and does not give.  In the end 
generosity is the best way of becoming more, more, and 
more joyful.” 

―Desmond Tutu 
The Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a Changing World



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Grace and peace to you as we gather for worship!  Here in this place, the seasons of our lives are 
marked:  the children of God of every age are baptized, marriages are celebrated, and when one 
grieves, the whole body grieves together.  We are a family of faith. 
And just as Christ Jesus has welcomed each person to this church for over three hundred years, 
we extend our word of welcome in his name.  Christ loves all, calls all, and welcomes all, and so 
whether this is your first time here, or you have worshipped here for years, everyone enters this 
place with the profound welcome of Jesus Christ. 
This congregation is steeped in history – three members of the church signed the Declaration of 
Independence.  We are a part of the history of this city from its earliest days.  But make no 
mistake about it:  this is a living, breathing congregation seeking in real and tangible ways to 
make the grace of God known to our very modern world. 
We would love to know you, and for you to know us.  Please stay after the service and join in our 
fellowship time together where we enjoy refreshments, and most importantly, share our lives 
together.  And if in getting to know us, you feel God is calling you to join together with us in 
living God’s grace in this place, it would be our joy for you to become a part of this community. 

Baron Mullis, Pastor 
IF YOU ARE NEW HERE 
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall. 
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities. 

HELPFUL INFORMATION 
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance. 
Large print bulletins and children’s bulletins are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at SP+ Parking, located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate. 

BE SOCIAL! 
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove. 

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 PRELUDE Prelude in C minor, BWV 546 J. S. Bach 

 CANTICLE The Lent Prose, Stanza 2 Plainsong 
Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us, for we have sinned against thee.  
O thou chief cornerstone, Right Hand of the Father: Way of Salvation, Gate of Life 
Celestial: cleanse thou our sinful souls from all defilement. 
Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us, for we have sinned against thee. 

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Dr. Baron Mullis 
One thing I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: to live in the house of the LORD all 
the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in God’s temple. 
  Psalm 27:4 

*HYMN 76 My Song Is Love Unknown Love Unknown 

*SENTENCES   
The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold 
of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?  
Teach me your way, O LORD, and lead me on a level path because of my enemies. 
I believe that I shall see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. 
Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the LORD! 
  Psalm 27:1, 11, 13-14 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION 

  
᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 

 WELCOME  

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God of mercy, you sent Jesus Christ to seek and save the lost.  We confess that we have 
strayed from you and turned aside from your way.  We are misled by pride, for we see 
ourselves pure when we are stained, and great when we are small.  We have failed in 
love, neglected justice, and ignored your truth.  Have mercy, O God, and forgive our sin.  
Return us to paths of righteousness through Jesus Christ our Savior, in whose name we 
pray, and continue our prayers in the silence of our hearts… 

*Those who are able may stand.



 TRISAGION  Andrew Senn 

 

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Believe the promise of the Gospel: 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

 ANTHEM The Old Church Stephen Paulus 
The old church leans nearby a well-worn road upon a hill that has no grass or tree, 
The winds from off the prairie now unload the dust they bring around it fitfully. 
The path that leads up to the open door is worn and grayed by many toiling feet 
Of us who listen to the Bible lore and once again the old-time hymns repeat. 
And every Sabbath morning we are still returning to the altar waiting there. 
A hush, a prayer, a pause, and voices fill the Master's House with a triumphant air. 
The old church leans awry and looks quite odd, but it is beautiful to us, and God. 

(Della B. Vik) 

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

  



 PSALTER Psalm 112 (p. 551) 

 EPISTLE Philippians 3:17-4:1 (p. 194) 

 GOSPEL Luke 12:1-3, 13-21 (p. 72) 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*GLORIA PATRI  Westminster Abbey 
Glory be to God the Father, Glory be to God the Son, 
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one. 
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen. 

 SERMON The Money Conundrum Rev. Dr. William Enright 
“Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the 

abundance of possessions.” 
Luke 12:15 

*HYMN 422 God, Whose Giving Beach Spring 

*APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
And in Jesus Christ God’s only Son, our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 
he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 MINUTE FOR MISSION Presbyterian Foundation Rev. Ellie Johns-Kelley 

 OFFERTORY Spem in Alium Nick Lombardelli 
Spem in alium, nunquam habui 
Praeter in te, Deus Israel, 
Qui irasceris et propitius eris 
et omnia peccata hominum 
in tribulatione dimittis. 
Domine Deus, 
Creator caeli et terrae, 
respice humilitatem nostrum.  

I have never put my hope in any other 
but in Thee, God of Israel, 
who canst show both wrath and graciousness, 
and who absolves all the sins 
of man in suffering. 
Lord God, 
Creator of Heaven and Earth, 
Regard our humility. 



*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION  

 LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

*HYMN (Insert) Dear Lord and Father Repton 

*BENEDICTION   

 POSTLUDE Fugue in C minor Bach 

᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 

Premier Performance 
Today is the premier performance of the offertory, Spem in Alium, a new composition by Nick 
Lombardelli of our chancel choir.  Nick studied jazz and composition at the University of the 
Arts, and is an incredibly talented composer. 
As a way to offer a Lenten text of Spem in Alium (latin for “Hope in any other”), I approached 
Nick with the idea of creating a setting in his own harmonic language, and cast for standard 
SATB choir and organ.  The only known setting of this particular text is by Thomas Tallis (c. 
1570), scored for 40 independent voices—eight choirs of five voices each, none of them doubling 
one another!  Though it is utterly dazzling and surreal, it’s almost never done because of the 
massive forces required. 
Nick’s composition is breathtakingly beautiful - full of color and drama and lush harmonies.  It’s 
always mindful of the text, but doesn’t try to copy Tallis.  It is a superb blending of the ancient 
and modern.  I also chose to make its premier on this weekend of our "Conversations Worth 
Having;" while we are talking about giving, it seemed appropriate to express gratitude to and for 
the chancel choir for the beauty they add to worship, bringing glory to God. 

Andrew Senn 



Announcements March 17, 2019 
The liturgist today is the Reverend Dr. Baron Mullis.  The Greeter is Delores Brisbon, and the 
ushers are Jim Schreyer (Captain), Fred Barfoot, Andrea Bowman, Jack Melvin, and Doug 
O’Malley. 
We welcome the Reverend Dr. William Enright as our guest preacher today.  Dr. Enright served a 
long and distinguished career in parish ministry, including twenty-five years as the Senior Pastor 
of the Second Presbyterian Church in Indianapolis before retiring from ministry to lead the Lake 
Institute on Philanthropy and Giving. 

TELLING OUR STORIES - TODAY! 
As part of our Conversations Worth Having, Bill Enright will present on the topic, “Telling Our 
Stories” today after worship, over a light lunch in Old Buttonwood Hall.  He will conclude with 
Q&A.  Please join us! 

MEETINGS THIS WEEK 
Thursday, March 21 Session 6:30 p.m. 

PRESBYTERIAN FOUNDATION 
For today’s Minute for Mission, we welcome the Reverend Ellie Johns-Kelley, Ministry Relations 
Officer for the Presbyterian Foundation’s Northeast Region. A vital part of the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.), the Presbyterian Foundation cultivates, attracts, and manages financial 
resources of individuals and institutions to further Christ’s mission. 

WISE RETIREES 
Wise Retirees, a fellowship group of retired men, will meet this Tuesday, March 19th, at the food 
court at Liberty Place, 17th & Chestnut.  Contact Herb Valentine (wiseretirees@fpcphila.org) for 
information. 

TWENTIES & THIRTIES (T&T) GROUP 
This Wednesday, March 20th, at 7:30 p.m., we will gather at First Church for fellowship and 
discussion.  (Enter at 21st Street.)  For more information on the Twenties & Thirties Group, 
contact Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult fellowship group 
on Facebook. 

LECTIO DIVINA 
On Sundays in the season of Lent the Reverend Barbara Chaapel is teaching the practice of lectio 
divina for adult education at 9:45 a.m.  Lectio divina, which means “divine reading,” is an ancient 
practice of reading and contemplating scripture that is intended to promote communion with 
God and increase our knowledge of God’s Word.  Contact Barbara Chaapel 
(barbara.chaapel@fpcphila.org) for more information. 

(continued)
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SUNDAYS @ FIRST 
CELEBRATION! 
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Adult CE classes are held at 9:45 a.m. in the MacColl room.  Sunday School class for young 
children and their families is held at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran Room.  Contact Sarah Weisiger 
(sarah.weisiger@fpcphila.org) for more information. 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER 
Each Sunday immediately following 11 o’clock worship our Deacons lead a brief period of 
intercessory prayer in Dr. Mullis’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests 
and place it in the offering plate or join the Deacons for the prayer time after worship.


