
The Service for the Lord’s Day
Third Sunday in Advent December 17, 2017

11:00 a.m.
 

Love
“But what does love look like?” I asked.

God said, “I love you when I open the shutters to let the light in.

And I love you when I wander through the hallways of your mind, 
whistling love songs to keep nightmares at bay.

And I love you when I kneel in your garden and pull the weeds that try 
to strangle you so that you can grow nothing  but wildflowers for days.  
And I love you when I brush the dust off your piano keys and stairwells 
so that you can once again open up your heart to another, and maybe 
even invite them in to dance.”

I whispered to God, “I don’t think I’m very good at that.”

Then God said, “It’s ok.  Sometimes your heart is full of dust, and your 
home is  full of hatred, and the garden soil is  so rocky that not a single 
bit of new life can grow.  But I love you anyhow, and I will never leave 
you.  So when you aren’t sure, listen for my lullaby.  Look for the 
wildflowers.  I am there.  I am always in the hallways  of your heart.  
That is love.  I just can’t leave you alone.”

Conversations with God
Sarah Are



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Whether you are visiting today for the first time, or are a longtime member of this church, we 
are glad you’re here.
The symbol of our church has long been “the open door.”  We strive very hard to be just that, a 
community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom.  We don’t all look or act alike, and we 
certainly don’t all think alike.  We come from many different faith traditions.  We bring different 
questions, and we carry different burdens.  But every Sunday, we worship together as one.
This is a very historic congregation.  The first gatherings of the Presbyterian Church (USA) met 
in our church.  Three of our members signed the Declaration of Independence.  But we are not a 
museum or a monument to the past.  Today we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world 
and bring our faith to bear on the contemporary issues facing this city just as did the founders of 
this church over three hundred years ago.
After the service, please stick around.  If you have questions about the church and its ministries, 
or our historic building, please ask.  We’d love to tell you about them.  So have a cup of coffee 
with us.  Introduce yourself to one of our clergy.  You never know—you just might be home!

Jesse Garner, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins and Children’s Bulletins for ages 7-12 are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at Park America located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE Meine Seele erhebt den Herren  J. S. Bach

 CANTICLE  Geonyong Lee/Marion Pope
Come now and set us free, O God, our Savior.
Come, O Lord Jesus; reconcile all people.

 LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH Courtney Russ-Friedman & Dave Friedman

*HYMN 1 Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus Stuttgart

*SENTENCES  Rebekah Horowitz
The Spirit and the church cry out:
Come, Lord Jesus.
All those who await his appearance pray:
Come, Lord Jesus.
The whole creation pleads:
Come, Lord Jesus.

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 WELCOME  Rev. Jesse Garner

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Merciful God, you love justice and righteousness, but we persist in wrongdoing.  You 
have graced us with your living presence, but we quench that Spirit among us.  You 
speak to us in the words of the prophets, but we ignore their message.  You have sent us 
the light of the world, but we choose instead to live in darkness.  Forgive and restore us, 
we pray, that righteousness and your praise might flourish among us.  Hear now the 
confessions we offer in silence…

*Those who are able may stand.



 KYRIE  Andrew Senn

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

 ANTHEM A Song of Peace Charles Villiers Stanford
There shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his 
roots; and the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of 
the Lord.  He shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing 
of his ears: and with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity the 
meek of the earth.  And he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the 
breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.  And righteousness shall be the girdle of his 
loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins.  The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, 
and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the 
fatling together; and a little child shall lead them.  They shall not hurt nor destroy in all 
my holy mountain, for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea.  And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an 
ensign unto the people; and his rest shall be glorious.

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION



 OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 (p. 678)

 EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 5:16–24 (p. 201)

 NEW TESTAMENT John 1:6-8, 19-28 (p. 90)

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GLORIA   Picardy
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one.
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen.

 SERMON The Coming One Rev. Jesse Garner
Do not quench the Spirit.  Do not despise the words of prophets, but test everything…

1 Thessalonians 5:19-21a

*HYMN 5 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence Picardy

* THE APOSTLES’ CREED  Rebekah Horowitz
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.  Amen

 MINUTE FOR MISSION Pastor Nominating Committee Dave Huting



 OFFERTORY Magnificat George Dyson
My soul doth magnify the Lord.  And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.  For he 
hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden:  For behold, from henceforth all 
generations shall call me blessed.  For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is 
his Name.  And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations.  He hath 
shewed strength with his arm;  he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their 
hearts.  He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and 
meek.  He hath filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he hath sent empty 
away.  He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel.  As he promised to our 
forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and 
to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 
end.  Amen.

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen.

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION Rev. Jesse Garner

 LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*HYMN 7 Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth Mit freuden Zart

*BENEDICTION  

 POSTLUDE Fugue on the Magnificat J. S. Bach

᛭ ᛭ ᛭



ANNOUNCEMENTS DECEMBER 17, 2017
The liturgist today is Rebekah Horowitz.  The Greeters are Kay & Marvin Keenze, and the ushers 
are Jim Schreyer, Captain, Fred Barfoot, Andrea Bowman, Jennifer Gay, and Bill Swoope.

The chancel flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and in loving memory of my father, Alfred 
J. Michini, by Patti Sassoli.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK
Tuesday, December 19 Wise Retirees 9:30 a.m.
 PNC 6:30 p.m.

LESSONS & CAROLS SERVICE
TODAY at 4 p.m. is our service of Lessons & Carols for Advent and Christmas.  Come and sing 
all of your favorite carols and hear sublime choral music by Vernon Williams, William Pearsall, 
Diane Meredith Belcher, CV Stanford, Ola Gjeilo and others!  Prelude at 3:40 p.m.  A reception 
follows in Old Buttonwood Hall.  Street parking will be available with placard.  All are welcome!

LGBT CHRISTMAS PARTY
This Tuesday, December 19th at 6:30 p.m., The LGBT group of First Church will hold its annual 
Christmas party at the home of Larry Slagle & Mete Egeman in Fairmount.  For information, 
contact Larry Slagle (lgbt@fpcphila.org).

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
This Wednesday, December 20th at 7:30 p.m., we will be gathering at First Church (enter on the 
21st St. side) for discussion based fellowship surrounding the Christmas season.  For more 
information on the Young Adult Group contact Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), 
and join the Young Adult fellowship group on Facebook.

BLUE CHRISTMAS - A SERVICE OF LIGHT ON THE LONGEST NIGHT
Advent and Christmas seasons are not always seasons of joy for everyone.  For many who 
mourn, who are anxious, afraid, or who feel alone, this can be a very difficult time.  First Church 
is offering a service of quiet meditation and reflection to bring light into the darkness on 
Thursday, December 21st at 7 p.m. in the sanctuary.  Street parking will be available with 
placard.  All are invited.

CHRISTMAS EVE
Next Sunday, December 24th, there will NOT be a Celebration service at 9 a.m.  We will 
celebrate the fourth Sunday of Advent at 11 a.m.  Christmas Eve Celebration worship will be 
held at 4 p.m., and our traditional Christmas Eve worship service will be held at 10:45 p.m.  
Please join us!  Street parking will be available with placard. 

MOVING FIRST FORWARD PLEDGE UPDATE
To date we have received 108 pledges for a total of $385,000 for 2018 Annual Giving.  We are 

(continued)



still short of our goal for pledges.  If you have not yet submitted your pledge for 2018, please 
complete a pledge card, available in the pews or in the church office.  You can also pledge online 
at fpcphila.org/moving-first-forward/.  Please help us reach our goal for the Future at First!

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA
201 South 21st Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103
215-567-0532

www.fpcphila.org

The Reverend Jesse Garner, Pastor
The Reverend Megan LeCluyse, Celebration Team Leader

Mr. Andrew Senn, Director of Music and Organist
Ms. Suzanne Riemann, Church Administrator

The Rev. Jerry K. Foote, Director of Congregational Care
The Reverend Barbara A. Chaapel

The Reverend Ken Ross
The Reverend Herbert D. Valentine

Parish Associates
Mrs. Patti Sassoli, Director of Communications

Ms. Annie LeCluyse, Young Adult Leader

SUNDAYS @ FIRST

CELEBRATION!
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Sunday school for children (ages 5 and up) is held on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran 
Room.  A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the MacColl 
Room at 9:45 a.m.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following worship our Deacons lead a brief period of intercessory 
prayer in Rev. Garner’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests and place it 
in the offering plate or join the deacons for the prayer time after worship.


