
The Service for the Lord’s Day
Resurrection of the Lord April 16, 2017

11:00 a.m. 

Χριστός ἀνέστη!

Christ is Risen!



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Whether you are visiting today for the first time, or are a longtime member of this church, we 
are glad you’re here.
The symbol of our church has long been “the open door.”  We strive very hard to be just that, a 
community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom.  We don’t all look or act alike, and we 
certainly don’t all think alike.  We come from many different faith traditions.  We bring different 
questions, and we carry different burdens.  But every Sunday, we worship together as one.
This is a very historic congregation.  The first gatherings of the Presbyterian Church (USA) met 
in our church.  Three of our members signed the Declaration of Independence.  But we are not a 
museum or a monument to the past.  Today we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world 
and bring our faith to bear on the contemporary issues facing this city just as did the founders of 
this church over three hundred years ago.
After the service, please stick around.  If you have questions about the church and its ministries, 
or our historic building, please ask.  We’d love to tell you about them.  So have a cup of coffee 
with us.  Introduce yourself to one of our clergy.  You never know—you just might be home!

Jesse Garner, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins and Children’s Bulletins for ages 7-12 are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at Park America located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE Prelude and Fugue on a Theme of Vittoria Benjamin Britten
  Flourish Edward Landin

*CANTICLE Hallelujah (from Messiah) G. F. Handel
Hallelujah, for the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth, Hallelujah!  The Kingdom of this 
world is become the Kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign for ever 
and ever, Hallelujah!  King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, and he shall reign for ever and 
ever.

(Revelation 19:6 , 11:15, 19:16)

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Jesse Garner

*HYMN 123  Jesus Christ Is Risen Today Easter Hymn

*SENTENCES  Rev. Drew Harrison
Rejoice, heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels!
Exult, all creation around God's throne!
Jesus Christ our King is risen!

Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendor,
radiant in the brightness of your King!
Jesus Christ our King is risen!

Rejoice, O church! Exult in glory!
The risen Savior shines upon you!
Jesus Christ our King is risen!

*PRAYER OF ADORATION
᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 WELCOME  Rev. Jesse Garner

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Almighty God, in raising Jesus from the grave, you shattered forever the power of sin 
and death.  Yet we remain captive to our doubts and fears, deaf to the cries of suffering, 
and indifferent to calls for peace.  Lord, have mercy upon us.  By the power of your 
Spirit, change our lives and make all things new, that we may know the joy of life 
abundant found in Jesus Christ, the risen Lord.  Hear now the prayers we offer in 
silence…

*Those who are able may stand.



 KYRIE  Andrew Senn

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

  ANTHEM Alleluia, dic nobis, Maria Francisco Lopez Capillas
Alleluia.  Dic nobis Maria, quid vidisti in via?  Sepulcrum Christi viventis, et gloriam vidi 
resurgentis:  Angelicos testes, sudarium et vestes.  Surrexit Christus spes mea:  praecedet suos in 
Galilaeam.  Credendum est magis soli Mariae veraci quam Judaeorum turbae fallaci.  Scimus 
Christum surrexisse a mortuis vere:  Tu nobis, victor Rex, miserere.  Amen.  Alleluia.

Alleluia.  Tell us, Mary, what did you see on your way?  The tomb of Christ, who is alive, 
and I saw the glory of his rising:  Angels standing as witnesses, the shroud and linen 
cloth.  Christ my hope has risen:  He has gone to Galilee before you.  More trust should 
be placed in truthful Mary than in a deceitful crowd.  Truly, we know Christ has risen 
from the dead:  O King and victor, have mercy on us.  Amen.  Alleluia.

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

 OLD TESTAMENT Jeremiah 31:1-6  (p. 719)

 EPISTLE Colossians 3:1-4 (p. 197)

 GOSPEL Matthew 28:1-10 (p. 33)
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



*GLORIA   Westminster Abbey
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one.
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen.

 SERMON Grace in the Wilderness Rev. Jesse Garner
"Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me."

Matthew 28:10

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

*HYMN 113 Christ the Lord is Risen Today Llanfair

*NICENE CREED (Ecumenical Version)  Rev. Megan LeCluyse
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
 eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
 Light from Light, true God from true God,
 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made.
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
 and became truly human.
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
 he suffered death and was buried.
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
 and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
 who has spoken through the prophets.
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,
 and the life of the world to come.   Amen.



 OFFERTORY Sing Ye to the Lord Edward Bairstow
Sing ye to the Lord, for He hath triumphed gloriously.  Pharaoh’s chariots and his host 
hath He cast into the sea.  Mighty Victim from the sky, hell’s fierce powers beneath Thee 
lie; Thou hast conquered in the fight, Thou hast brought us life and light.  Now no more 
can death appall, now no more the grave enthrall; Thou hast opened Paradise, and in 
Thee Thy Saints shall rise.  Mighty Victim from the sky, hell’s fierce powers beneath 
Thee lie; Thou hast conquered in the fight, Thou hast brought us life and light; Thou 
hast opened Paradise, and in Thee Thy Saints shall rise.  Alleluia!  Amen

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen.

 SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

Communion Hymn 106 Alleluia, Alleluia! Alleluia No. 1

*HYMN 119 The Strife is O'er Victory

*BENEDICTION

Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!

 POSTLUDE Toccata (from Symphony No. 5) Charles-Marie Widor



ANNOUNCEMENTS APRIL 16, 2017
The liturgists today are Rev. Drew Harrison, Rev. Megan LeCluyse, and Mr. Clark Royle.  The 
Greeter is Suellen Smith, and the ushers are Michael Smith, Captain, Miles Davis, Jen Gay, Joao 
Magalhaes, Doug O’Malley, and Don Williams.

The chancel flowers are given to the glory of God through the generosity of the members and 
friends of the congregation.

The church office will be closed tomorrow, April 17.

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
For more than fifty years, Presbyterians have joined with Christians throughout America at 
Easter in supporting One Great Hour of Sharing, responding to Christ's love for all people by 
joyfully sharing that love with people in need.  The hundreds of millions of dollars Presbyterians 
have given over the last half century have enabled a powerful witness to the love of the One who 
came that all might have life more abundantly.

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
The Young Adults will meet this Wednesday evening, April 19th around 7:30 - 8 p.m. at Fado 
Irish Pub (15th & Locust Streets) for Quizzo!  For more information on the Young Adult Group 
contact Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult fellowship group 
on Facebook.

GROUP SPIRITUAL DIRECTION
Group Spiritual Direction will meet next Sunday, April 23, at 9:45 a.m. in the Whitefield Room 
(lower level).  Spiritual Direction is the ancient practice of the church when Christians devoted 
time to discerning God's presence in their lives.  Contact Barbara Chaapel 
(barbara.chaapel@fpcphila.org) to learn more.

UPCOMING VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY WITH HABITAT’S WPRI
First Church needs volunteers to work with Habitat’s West Philadelphia Repair Initiative on 
Saturday, April 22 from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  WPRI is an urban ministry that assists 
homeowners with repairs to their homes.  Volunteers do not need any experience.  For more 
information, please contact Clark Royle (clark.royle@fpcphila.org).

BAND OF BOOMERS
A new fellowship group is forming at First Church!  The “Band of Boomers,” aimed at people 
born between 1943 and 1960, will soon be gathering from time to time for fellowship, fun, and 
spiritual growth.  Their first event, a trip to the new Museum of the American Revolution will be 
on May 7th.  For information contact Shellie Unger (shellieunger@mac.com) or Drew Harrison 
(drew.harrison@fpcphila.org).

(continued)



WEEKLY BIBLE STUDIES
Women’s Bible study meets on Tuesday evenings at 7 p.m. at the church.  A Community Bible 
study led by Delores Brisbon meets on Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m. at the Old City 
Presbyterian Apartments (25 N. 4th Street).  Men’s Bible study meets on Saturday mornings at 9 
a.m. at the café at DiBruno’s (1730 Chestnut Street).  All are welcome to participate.  For 
information contact Drew Harrison (drew.harrison@fpcphila.org).

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA
201 South 21st Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103
215-567-0532

www.fpcphila.org

The Reverend Jesse Garner, Pastor
The Reverend Megan LeCluyse, Celebration Team Leader

The Reverend Drew Harrison, Membership and Congregational Care Director
Mr. Andrew Senn, Director of Music and Organist

The Reverend Barbara A. Chaapel
The Reverend Ken Ross

The Reverend Herbert D. Valentine
Parish Associates

Ms. Suzanne Riemann, Interim Church Administrator
Mrs. Patti Sassoli, Director of Communications

Ms. Annie LeCluyse, Young Adult Leader
Mr. Clark Royle, Seminary Intern

SUNDAYS @ FIRST
CELEBRATION!
Celebration worship is held each Sunday morning at 9 a.m.  Join us in Old Buttonwood Hall for 
this more informal service that is inclusive of all ages.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Sunday school for children (ages 5 and up) is held on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran 
Room.  A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the MacColl 
Room at 9:45 a.m.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following worship our Deacons lead a brief period of intercessory 
prayer in Rev. Garner’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests and place it 
in the offering plate or join the deacons for the prayer time after worship.


