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11:00 a.m. 

The fatal metaphor of progress, which 
means leaving things behind us, has utterly 
obscured the real idea of growth, which 
means leaving things inside us. 

—G. K. Chesterton



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Grace and peace to you as we gather for worship!  Here in this place, the seasons of our lives are 
marked:  the children of God of every age are baptized, marriages are celebrated, and when one 
grieves, the whole body grieves together.  We are a family of faith. 
And just as Christ Jesus has welcomed each person to this church for over three hundred years, 
we extend our word of welcome in his name.  Christ loves all, calls all, and welcomes all, and so 
whether this is your first time here, or you have worshipped here for years, everyone enters this 
place with the profound welcome of Jesus Christ. 
This congregation is steeped in history – three members of the church signed the Declaration of 
Independence.  We are a part of the history of this city from its earliest days.  But make no 
mistake about it:  this is a living, breathing congregation seeking in real and tangible ways to 
make the grace of God known to our very modern world. 
We would love to know you, and for you to know us.  Please stay after the service and join in our 
fellowship time together where we enjoy refreshments, and most importantly, share our lives 
together.  And if in getting to know us, you feel God is calling you to join together with us in 
living God’s grace in this place, it would be our joy for you to become a part of this community. 

Baron Mullis, Pastor 
IF YOU ARE NEW HERE 
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall. 
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities. 

HELPFUL INFORMATION 
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance. 
Large print bulletins and children’s bulletins are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at SP+ Parking, located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate. 

BE SOCIAL! 
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove. 

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 PRELUDE Chorale Joseph Jongen 

 CANTICLE  George Thalben-Ball 
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; let the whole earth stand in awe of him. 

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Dr. Mullis 
The Lord is our eternal dwelling place; 
From age to age, the Lord is our God. 
 Psalm 90:1-2 

*HYMN 263 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise St. Denio 

*SENTENCES  Rev. LeCluyse 
I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me 
faithful and appointed me to his service, 
even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. But 
I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 
and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ 
Jesus. 
The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners--of whom I am the foremost. 
But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ 
might display the utmost patience, making me an example to those who would come to 
believe in him for eternal life. 
To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 
  1 Timothy 1:12-17 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION 

  
᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 

 WELCOME   

*Those who are able may stand.



 PSALM OF CONFESSION   
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant 
mercy blot out my transgressions.  Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse 
me from my sin.  For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.  Against 
you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are 
justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass judgment.  Indeed, I was born 
guilty, a sinner when my mother conceived me.  You desire truth in the inward being; 
therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.  Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be 
clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.  Let me hear joy and gladness; let the 
bones that you have crushed rejoice.  Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my 
iniquities.  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. 

 Psalm 51:1-10 

 KYRIE  Andrew Senn 

 

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Believe the promise of the Gospel: 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

 ANTHEM Great Day Warren Martin 
Great day, the righteous marching, God’s going to build up Zion’s walls. 
We want no cowards in our band, we call for valiant hearted men. 
Great day, the righteous marching, God’s going to build up Zion’s walls. 
Chariot rode on the mountain top, my God spoke and the chariot did stop. 
Great day, the righteous marching, God’s going to build up Zion’s walls. 
This is the day of jubilee, the Lord has set His people free. 
Great day, the righteous marching, God’s going to build up Zion’s walls. 

᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 



 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

  

 OLD TESTAMENT Exodus 32:7-14 (p. 77) 

 GOSPEL Luke 15:1-10 (p. 76) 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*GLORIA PATRI  Westminster Abbey 
Glory be to God the Father, Glory be to God the Son, Glory be to God the Spirit, ever 
three and ever one.  As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen. 

 SERMON Lost, Found, and Sometimes in the Way Dr. Mullis 
And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying,  

"This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them." 
Luke 15:2 

*HYMN 356 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing Nettleton 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
And in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 
he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; 
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 



 OFFERTORY Put Your Trust in the Lord Bruce Neswick 
Put your trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the land and feed on its riches. 
Take delight in the Lord, and he shall give you your heart’s desire. 
Commit your way to the Lord and put your trust in him, and he will bring it to pass; 
he will make your righteousness as clear as the light, 
and your just dealing as the noonday. 
Put your trust in the Lord and do good. 

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God all creatures here below, 
Praise God above ye heavenly host, 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 

 LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

*HYMN 280 Amazing Grace Amazing Grace 

*BENEDICTION   

 POSTLUDE Improvisation  

᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 



ANNOUNCEMENTS SEPTEMBER 15, 2019 
The liturgist this morning is the Rev. Megan LeCluyse.  The greeters are Bruce & Ellen Rapsher, 
and the ushers are Bill Swoope (Captain), Fred Barfoot, Anten Kraemer, João Magalhaes, and 
Doug O’Malley. 

The chancel flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and in thanksgiving for our Sunday school 
teachers:  Kayla Krystek, Karen Marston, Emily Roan, Alex Weisiger, Becky Yep and Eleanor 
Young, by Suellen and Michael Smith. 

MEETINGS THIS WEEK 
Monday, September 16 Missions Committee 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday, September 19 Session 6:30 p.m. 

TWENTIES & THIRTIES (T&T) GROUP 
This Wednesday, September 18th, at 6:30 p.m. we will gather at the Christian Association at 
UPENN for dinner.  Enter on 37th Street, up the steps between Sansom and Chestnut Streets.  
Feel free to stay after dinner for discussion; if you can't make it at 6:30 p.m., come when you can.  
Join us next Saturday, September 21st at 10 a.m. at the Valley Green Inn for a hike.  RSVP by 
Friday, September 20th.  For more information on the T&T Group, contact Annie LeCluyse 
(youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Twenties & Thirties fellowship group on Facebook. 

WISE RETIREES 
Wise Retirees, a fellowship group of retired men, will meet this Tuesday, September 17th, at 9:30 
a.m. at the Food Court at Liberty Place, 17th & Chestnut Streets.  For information contact Herb 
Valentine (herb.valentine@fpcphila.org). 

2019 CONSTITUTION SEMINAR 
Will Harris will lead our annual Constitution Seminar, entitled “Three Ways of Thinking — 
Biblical and Constitutional:  Or How Does Creation Make Us Creative?”  With inquiry into 
instructive parallels between the biblical and constitutional orders of Creation and creativity, we 
will pursue the resulting questions through the reflections and interactions of the participants.  
The series will be presented in 4 sessions in the MacColl Room on Wednesdays September 25, 
October 2, October 9 @ 6:30-8 p.m., and Saturday, October 12 @ 10 a.m.-noon.  Please join us! 

FALL MEMBERSHIP CLASS 
Do you have questions about what it means to be Presbyterian?  Have you wondered about the 
history of First Church?  If you have contemplated membership and are wondering what it 
entails, we would like to invite you to consider joining us for our quarterly membership class on 
Sunday, September 29th.  To register, contact Rev. Sarah Weisiger (sarah.weisiger@fpcphila.org).  
Lunch and childcare will be provided. 

(continued)



THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA 
201 South 21st Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 
215-567-0532 

www.fpcphila.org 

The Reverend Dr. Baron A. Mullis, Pastor and Head of Staff 
The Reverend Megan LeCluyse, Celebration Team Leader 

Mr. Andrew Senn, Director of Music and Organist 
Ms. Suzanne Riemann, Church Administrator 

The Reverend Jerry K. Foote, Minister for Congregational Care 
The Reverend Sarah Weisiger, Minister for Membership and Faith Formation 

Mrs. Patti Sassoli, Director of Communications 
Ms. Annie LeCluyse, Young Adult Leader  

The Reverend Barbara A. Chaapel 
The Reverend Kenneth J. Ross 

The Reverend Herbert D. Valentine 
Parish Associates

SUNDAYS @ FIRST 
CELEBRATION! 
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Adult CE classes and Sunday School for young children and their families resume next Sunday, 
September 22nd.  Contact Sarah Weisiger (sarah.weisiger@fpcphila.org) for more information. 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER 
Each Sunday immediately following 11 o’clock worship our Deacons lead a brief period of 
intercessory prayer in Dr. Mullis’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests 
and place it in the offering plate or join the Deacons for the prayer time after worship.


