
The Service for the Lord’s Day
 January 15, 2017

11:00 a.m. 

Even though we face the difficulties of today and 
tomorrow, I still have a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted 
in the American dream.

I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and 
live out the true meaning of its creed: "We hold these 
truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal."

I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia, the 
sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave owners 
will be able to sit down together at the table of 
brotherhood.

I have a dream that my four little children will one day live 
in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of 
their skin but by the content of their character. 

I have a dream today!

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
August 28, 1963



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Whether you are visiting today for the first time, or are a longtime member of this church, we 
are glad you’re here.
The symbol of our church has long been “the open door.”  We strive very hard to be just that, a 
community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom.  We don’t all look or act alike, and we 
certainly don’t all think alike.  We come from many different faith traditions.  We bring different 
questions, and we carry different burdens.  But every Sunday, we worship together as one.
This is a very historic congregation.  The first gatherings of the Presbyterian Church (USA) met 
in this church.  Three of our members signed the Declaration of Independence.  But we are not a 
museum or a monument to the past.  Today we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world 
and bring our faith to bear on the contemporary issues facing this city just as did the founders of 
this church over three hundred years ago.  
After the service, please stick around.  If you have questions about the church and its ministries, 
or our historic building, please ask.  We’d love to tell you about them.  So have a cup of coffee 
with us.  Introduce yourself to one of our clergy.  You never know—you just might be home!

Jesse Garner, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins and Children’s Bulletins for ages 7-12 are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at Park America located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright Dietrich Buxtehude

 CANTICLE  George Thalben-Ball
In the beginning was the Word: and the Word was made flesh 
and dwelt among us: and we beheld his glory, full of grace and truth.

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Jesse Garner
Blessed are those who make the LORD their trust, 
who do not turn to the proud, nor go astray after false gods.
  Psalm 40:4

*HYMN 69  O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright Wie Schön Leuchtet

*SENTENCES  Rev. Drew Harrison
I waited patiently for the LORD;
God inclined to me and heard my cry.
The LORD drew me up from the desolate pit,
and set my feet upon a rock.
The LORD put a new song in my mouth,
a song of praise to our God.
Many will come and see,
and stay to put their trust in the LORD.
 Psalm 40:1-3

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

***

 WELCOME  Rev. Jesse Garner

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  Rev. Drew Harrison
God of life, grant us your forgiveness.  You alone know how often we have sinned in 
wandering from your ways, in wasting your gifts, in forgetting your love.  We are 
indifferent to a world torn apart by conflict and hatred; we pass by on the other side 
when we see our neighbor in need; we wander from the way that leads to peace in paths 



of our own pleasing.  God of life, grant us your Holy Spirit, that we may walk in the 
ways of Christ our Lord.   Hear now our prayers offered to you in silence…

 KYRIE  Andrew Senn

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

***

  ANTHEM The Eyes of All Wait Upon Thee Jean Beger
The eyes of all wait upon thee, and thou givest their meat in due season. Thou openest 
thy hand and satisfiest the desire of every living thing.

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

 OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 49:1-7 (p. 665)

 EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 (p. 162)

 GOSPEL John 1:29-42 (p. 90)
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

***



*GLORIA   Regent Square
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one.
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen.

 SERMON They Came and Saw...and Stayed Rev. Jesse Garner
  They came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day.
  John 1:39

*HYMN 434 Today We All Are Called Kingsfold

*CONFESSION OF FAITH
We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
 who gathers, protects and cares for the church through Word and Spirit.
 This, God has done since the beginning of the world and will do to the end.
We believe in one holy, universal Christian church,
 the communion of saints called from the entire human family.
We believe that Christ's work of reconciliation 
 is made manifest in the church as the community of believers
 who have been reconciled with God and with one another;
 that unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of Jesus Christ;
 that this unity must become visible so that the world may believe
 that separation, enmity and hatred between people and groups
 is sin which Christ has already conquered, and accordingly
 that anything which threatens this unity
 may have no place in the church and must be resisted.
To the one and only God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
 be the honor and the glory for ever and ever.
  adapted from the Belhar Confession (1986)

 OFFERTORY Tribus Miraculis Luca Marenzio
Tribus miraculis ornatum, diem sanctum colimus:
Hodie stella Magos duxit ad praesepium:
Hodie vinum ex aqua factum est ad nuptias:
Hodie in Jordane a Joanne Christus baptizari voluit,
ut salvaret nos, Alleluia.
We observe this holy day, ornamented with three miracles:
Today a star led the Magi to the manger;
Today wine was made from water at the wedding;
Today in the Jordan Christ desired to be baptized by John,
so that He might save us, Alleluia.



*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen.

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION Rev. Jesse Garner

 LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*HYMN 563 Lift Every Voice and Sing Lift Every Voice

*BENEDICTION

 POSTLUDE Improvisation 

*Those who are able may stand.



ANNOUNCEMENTS JANUARY 15, 2017
The liturgist today is Rev. Drew Harrison.  The Greeter is Laura Graham, and the ushers are 
Anten Kraemer, Captain, Reginald Amoa, Pam Bierce, Jennifer Gay, Mary Elizabeth Greeley, and 
Jack Melvin.

The chancel flowers are given in memory of Herb Stranzl by Harold and Evelyn Schwartz.

The church office will be closed on Monday, January 16.

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
The Young Adults group meets Wednesday evenings at 7:30 pm.  This week we’ll continue our 
discussion of faith using  the Animate series.  (Use the 21st Street entrance.).  On Saturday, 
January 21st the Young Adults will be volunteering at Books Through Bars.  We will meet at church 
at 10:45 a.m. and drive there together.  RSVP to Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org) by 
January 18 if you plan to join us..  For more information on the Young Adult Group email Annie 
LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult fellowship group on Facebook.

WE’RE SO GLAD YOU’RE HERE!
The Membership & Evangelism Committee is sponsoring a special event in Old Buttonwood 
Hall to welcome many of the new faces in our midst.  If you are a visitor, a friend, a potential 
new member, or someone who has joined within the last year, we invite you to come for an 
informal reception this Thursday, January 19th from 5:30 - 8 p.m.  Feel free to drop in when you 
can and stay as long as you wish!  If you plan to attend, please email the church office 
(office@fpcphila.org)

INTERESTED IN FIRST CHURCH?
If you would like to learn more about First Church and how you can be a part of the life and 
ministry of the church, you’re invited to attend one of our new member classes.  Classes are 
informal and explore what Presbyterians believe, what membership means, and how to get 
involved at First Church.  A workshop will be held next Saturday, January 21st, from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m.  Contact Drew (drew@fpcphila.org) or Jesse (jesse@fpcphila.org) for more information.

MOVING FIRST FORWARD
To date we have received 102 pledges of financial support for 2017 for a total of 
$368,000 toward a goal of $440,000.  If you have not yet made a pledge for 2017, 
pledge cards are available in the church office or you may pledge on the church's 
website (www.fpcphila.org/moving-first-forward).

CONCERTS@FIRST
Next Sunday, January 22nd @ 4 p.m., Andrew Senn will present an all-Howells organ concert.  
Howells’ monumental Sonata for Organ (1933) will be the main portion of the program. Please 
join us to hear this rarely heard masterpiece!

Moving First Forward

(continued)



WEEKLY BIBLE STUDIES
Women’s Bible study meets on Tuesday evenings at 7 p.m--note that this week’s study will be 
held at the church.  A Community Bible study led by Delores Brisbon meets on Wednesday 
mornings at 10 a.m. at the Old City Presbyterian Apartments (25 N. 4th Street).  Men’s Bible 
study meets on Saturday mornings at 9 a.m. at the café at DiBruno’s (1730 Chestnut Street).  All 
are welcome to participate.  For information contact Drew Harrison 
(drew.harrison@fpcphila.org).

SUNDAYS @ FIRST

CELEBRATION!
Celebration worship is held each Sunday morning at 9 a.m.  Join us in Old Buttonwood Hall for 
this more informal service that is inclusive of all ages.  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Sunday school for children (ages 5 and up) is held on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran 
Room.  A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the MacColl 
Room at 9:45 a.m.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following worship our Deacons lead a brief period of intercessory 
prayer in Rev. Garner’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests and place it 
in the offering plate or join the deacons for the prayer time after worship.

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA
201 South 21st Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103
215-567-0532

www.fpcphila.org

The Reverend Jesse B. Garner, Pastor
The Reverend Megan LeCluyse, Celebration Team Leader

The Reverend Drew Harrison, Membership and Congregational Care Director
Mr. Andrew Senn, Director of Music and Organist

The Reverend Barbara A. Chaapel
The Reverend Ken Ross

The Reverend Herbert D. Valentine
Parish Associates

Ms. Suzanne Riemann, Interim Church Administrator
Mrs. Patti Sassoli, Director of Communications

Ms. Annie LeCluyse, Young Adult Leader


