
The Service for the Lord’s Day
The Service of Installation of October 14, 2018
the Rev. Dr. Baron A. Mullis 11:00 a.m.

  

“Listen to your life. See it for the fathomless mystery it is.  
In the boredom and pain of it, no less than in the 
excitement and gladness: touch, taste, smell your way to 
the holy and hidden heart of it, because in the last analysis 
all moments are key moments, and life itself is grace.”

Frederick Buechner,
Now and Then: A Memoir of Vocation 



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Grace and peace to you as we gather for worship!  Here in this place, the seasons of our lives are 
marked:  the children of God of every age are baptized, marriages are celebrated, and when one 
grieves, the whole body grieves together.  We are a family of faith.
And just as Christ Jesus has welcomed each person to this church for over three hundred years, 
we extend our word of welcome in his name.  Christ loves all, calls all, and welcomes all, and so 
members and guests alike enter to worship with the same profound welcome.
This congregation is steeped in history – three members of the church signed the Declaration of 
Independence.  We are a part of the history of this city from its earliest days.  But make no 
mistake about it:  this is a living, breathing congregation seeking in real and tangible ways to 
make the grace of God known to our very modern world.
We would love to know you, and for you to know us.  Please stay after the service and join in our 
fellowship time together where we enjoy refreshments, and most importantly, share our lives 
together.  And if in getting to know us, you feel God is calling you to join together with us in 
living God’s grace in this place, it would be our joy for you to become a part of this community.

Baron Mullis, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins are available in the narthex.
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at SP+ Parking, located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE Allein Gott, in der Höh sei Ehr’ J. S. Bach

 CANTICLE Eternal Source of Light Divine G. F. Handel
Eternal source of light divine! With double warmth thy beams display and with 
distinguished glory shine to add a luster to this day.

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Elder Julia Hill
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.  Worship the Lord with gladness, come 
into God’s presence with singing!
 Psalm 100:1-2

*HYMN 220 All People That on Earth Do Dwell Old Hundreth

*SENTENCES  
Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight 
and sin that clings so closely, and run with perseverance the race that is set before us,
Looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith,
Who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its 
shame,
And has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

 WELCOME Rev. Ruth Santana-Grace & Rev. Jesse Garner

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  Rev. Margaret Somerville
Holy God, remind us that in our baptism, you have claimed us and sealed us to show 
that we belong to you.  In life and in death, you are our comfort and hope.  And yet, 
despite such assurances, we confess that we have sinned.  We have not loved you with 
our whole hearts.  We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  Entrusted with the 
good news of the Gospel, we have turned inward.  Forgive us, we pray.  Remind us once 
more that we are fearfully and wonderfully made, and renew within us our commitment 
to know you, to love you, and to serve you.  Hear now the prayers we offer in the silence 
of our hearts…

*Those who are able may stand.



 KYRIE  Andrew Senn

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

 ANTHEM Hark! I Hear the Harps Eternal arr. Alice Parker
Hark I hear the harps eternal ringing on the farther shore as I near those swollen waters 
with their deep and solemn roar.  Halelujah, Halelujah, Halelujah praise the Lamb.
Halelujah, Halelujah, Glory to the great I am, and my soul though stained with sorrow, 
fading as the light of day passes swiftly o'er those waters to the city far away.  Halelujah, 
Halelujah, Halelujah praise the Lamb.
Halelujah, Halelujah, glory to the great I am.  Souls have crossed before me saintly to that 
land of perfect rest, and I hear them singing faintly in the the mansions of the blest.  
Halelujah, Halelujah, Halelujah praise the Lamb.
Halelujah, Halelujah glory to the great I am.  Halelujah, Halelujah, Halelujah praise the 
Lamb.  Halelujah, Halelujah glory to the great I am!

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

 OLD TESTAMENT Job 23:1-9, 16-17 Rev. Drew Stockstill

 EPISTLE Hebrews 4:12-16  

 GOSPEL Mark 10:17-31 Rev. Paul Roberts, Sr.



This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GLORIA   Westminster Abbey
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one.
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen.

 SERMON Stop! In the Name of Love! Rev. Paul Roberts, Sr.

*HYMN 420 God of Grace and God of Glory Cwm Rhondda

*APOSTLES’ CREED   Rev. Joyce Shin
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.  Amen

 OFFERTORY I Was Glad Hubert Parry
(Psalm 122:1-3,6-7)

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen.

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 



 THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

 THE SERVICE OF INSTALLATION

Introduction and Constitutional Questions to the Pastor Elder Linda Rutkosky, Moderator
Constitutional Questions to the Congregation Elder Dave Huting
Prayer of Installation Rev. Ruth Santana-Grace
Declaration of Installation Elder Linda Rutkosky, Moderator
Charge to the Minister Rev. Drew Stockstill
Charge to the Congregation Rev. Jesse Garner

*HYMN 376 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling Hyfrydol

*BENEDICTION  Rev. Dr. Baron Mullis

 POSTLUDE Sinfonia (from Cantata 29) J. S. Bach

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

THE INSTALLATION COMMISSION:
Elder Linda Rutkosky, Doylestown Presbyterian Church, Moderator
The Reverend Joyce Shin, Swarthmore Presbyterian Church
The Reverend Jesse Garner, The First Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia
Elder Julia Hill, Yeadon Presbyterian Church
The Reverend Margaret Somerville, Gladwyne Presbyterian Church
Elder Dave Huting, The First Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia
The Reverend Ruth Santana-Grace, Presbytery of Philadelphia

GUESTS OF THE COMMISSION:
The Reverend Paul Timothy Roberts, Sr., President of Johnson C. Smith Theological Seminary
The Reverend Drew Stockstill, Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church, Harrisburg; Carlisle 
Presbytery



Announcements October 14, 2018
The Greeter today is Larry Slagle, and the ushers are Stella Tsai (Captain), Andrea Bowman, 
Edna Dick, João Magalhães, and Rebecca Yep.

The chancel flowers are dedicated to the glory of God by Laura and Phil McMunigal in honor of 
the marriage of their daughter, Virginia Ware, to Patrick Matthew Kelley.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK
Tuesday, October 16 Wise Retirees 9:30 a.m.
Thursday, October 18 Session 6:30 p.m.

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
This Wednesday, October 17th, at 7:30 p.m., we will gather at First Church for book discussion; 
we will be discussing The Handmaid's Tale by Margaret Atwood.  For more information on the 
Young Adult Group contact Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young 
Adult fellowship group on Facebook.

WOMEN OF WIT & WISDOM
This Thursday, October 18th, at 1 p.m. in Old Buttonwood Hall, Women of Wit & Wisdom will 
be screening the critically acclaimed 2018 documentary "Won't You Be My Neighbor" which 
examines the life and social impact of television icon and Presbyterian minister Fred "Mister" 
Rogers.  Please join us for light refreshments with time for discussion and fellowship to follow.  
RSVP by October 16th to womenwitwisdom@fpcphila.org or to Ruth Camisa at (908) 938-1243.

CELEBRATION OF JESSE GARNER’S MINISTRY
Rev. Jesse Garner will preach his final sermon as Pastor of First Church next Sunday, October 
21st at 11 a.m.  Later that afternoon, everyone is invited as we celebrate Jesse’s leadership and 
ministry at First Church in a reception at the Germantown Cricket Club from 4-6 p.m.  Please 
RSVP by October 15th to the church office (office@fpcphila.org).  Rides can be organized for 
those who need transportation.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO PREPARE MEALS FOR WINTERSHELTER
Wintershelter, a shelter for 20 men at Trinity Memorial Church (22nd & Spruce Streets), is in 
need of volunteers to prepare and deliver meals to the shelter.  Cooks can be flexible when they 
make the food, and deliver it labeled for the night it is to be served.  Casseroles or hearty soup 
accompanied by fresh fruit is a typical meal.  If you are interested, please contact Wintershelter 
Volunteer Coordinator Terry Newirth Hirshorn (tnewirth@haverford.edu).

BIBLE STUDIES
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY meets weekly on Tuesday evenings at 7 p.m. at the church.  For 
information contact Jerry Foote (jerry.foote@fpcphila.org).  MEN'S BIBLE STUDY meets the 
second Saturday of the every month at 9 a.m. at DiBruno Brothers, 1730 Chestnut Street.  The 
next meeting is Saturday, November 10th.  For information contact Mac McLarin 

(continued)



(mac.mclarin@fpcphila.org).  A COMMUNITY BIBLE STUDY, led by Delores Brisbon, meets on 
Tuesday mornings at the Old City Presbyterian Apartments (25 N. 4th Street).  For information 
contact Delores Brisbon (deloresbrisbon2201@comcast.net).

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA
201 South 21st Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103
215-567-0532

www.fpcphila.org
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SUNDAYS @ FIRST
CELEBRATION!
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the MacColl Room 
at 9:45 a.m.  Children’s Sunday School is held at 10 a.m. in the Cochran Room.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following 11 o’clock worship our Deacons lead a brief period of 
intercessory prayer in Dr. Mullis’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests 
and place it in the offering plate or join the Deacons for the prayer time after worship.


