
The Service for the Lord’s Day
Fifth Sunday of Easter May 14, 2017

11:00 a.m.
 

Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals 
yet chosen and precious in God's sight, and like living 
stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be 
a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ.  For it stands in scripture:  "See, 
I am laying  in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and 
precious; and whoever believes in him will not be put to 
shame.”  To you then who believe, he is precious; but for 
those who do not believe, "The stone that the builders 
rejected has become the very head of the corner….”

1 Peter 2:4-7



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Whether you are visiting today for the first time, or are a longtime member of this church, we 
are glad you’re here.
The symbol of our church has long been “the open door.”  We strive very hard to be just that, a 
community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom.  We don’t all look or act alike, and we 
certainly don’t all think alike.  We come from many different faith traditions.  We bring different 
questions, and we carry different burdens.  But every Sunday, we worship together as one.
This is a very historic congregation.  The first gatherings of the Presbyterian Church (USA) met 
in our church.  Three of our members signed the Declaration of Independence.  But we are not a 
museum or a monument to the past.  Today we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world 
and bring our faith to bear on the contemporary issues facing this city just as did the founders of 
this church over three hundred years ago.
After the service, please stick around.  If you have questions about the church and its ministries, 
or our historic building, please ask.  We’d love to tell you about them.  So have a cup of coffee 
with us.  Introduce yourself to one of our clergy.  You never know—you just might be home!

Jesse Garner, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins and Children’s Bulletins for ages 7-12 are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at Park America located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE Adagio (Sonata VII) Alexandre Guilmant

 CANTICLE  George Thalben-Ball
I am the light of the world. He that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall 
have the light of life.

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Jesse Garner
Jesus said:  Let not your hearts be troubled.
Believe in God, believe also in me.

*HYMN 133 All Glory Be to God on High Allein Gott in der Höh

*SENTENCES  Rev. Megan LeCluyse
In you, O LORD, I seek refuge; 
let me never be put to shame; 
in your righteousness deliver me.
Into your hand I commit my spirit; 
you have redeemed me, O LORD, faithful God.
Let your face shine upon your servant; 
save me in your steadfast love.
 Psalm 31

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 WELCOME  Rev. Jesse Garner

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  Mr. Clark Royle
Almighty God, in raising Jesus from the grave, you shattered forever the power of sin 
and death.  Yet we remain captive to our doubts and fears, and dare not trust your 
promises.  Preoccupied with ourselves, we are indifferent to the needs of others.  We 
cling to destructive habits, and allow the past to hold us hostage.  Lord, have mercy 
upon us.  By the power of your Spirit, change our lives and make all things new, that we 
may know the joy of life abundant found in Jesus Christ, the risen Lord.  Hear now the 
prayers we offer in silence…

*Those who are able may stand.



 KYRIE  Andrew Senn

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

  ANTHEM Come, My Way William Harris
Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life:
Such a way as gives us breath;
Such a truth as ends all strife,
Such a life as killeth death.
Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength:
Such a light as shows a feast,
Such a feast as mends in length,
Such a strength as makes his guest.
Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart:
Such a joy as none can move,
Such a love as none can part,
Such a heart as joys in love.

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

 FIRST LESSON Acts 7:55-60 (p. 123)

 EPISTLE 1 Peter 2:2-10 (p. 228)

 GOSPEL John 14:1-14 (p. 106)



This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GLORIA   Westminster Abbey
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one.
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen.

 SERMON Living Stones Rev. Jesse Garner
Like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house…

1 Peter 2:5

*HYMN 339 Be Thou My Vision Slane

 SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  Campbell Riley Hampton,
   Daughter of Devin and Kim Hampton

COVENANT WITH THE CONGREGATION
Do we, as members of the Church of Jesus Christ, promise to guide and nurture 
Jaden by word and deed, with love and prayer, encouraging him to know and follow 
Christ, and to be a faithful member of his Church?
We do.

*APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord.  Who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   Amen.

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND CONSECRATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

BAPTISM

AARONIC BLESSING (inside back cover of hymnal)



 OFFERTORY Greater Love John Ireland
Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it.  Love is strong as 
death.  Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.  
Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, That we, being dead to sins, 
should live unto righteousness.  Ye are washed, ye are sanctified, ye are justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus.  Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation; 
That ye should show forth the praises of him who hath call'd you out of darkness into 
his marvellous light.  I beseech you brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present 
your bodies, a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto to God, which is your reasonable 
service.

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen.

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION Rev. Megan LeCluyse

 LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*HYMN 416 The Church’s One Foundation Aurelia

*BENEDICTION

Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!

 POSTLUDE Grand Choeur Alexandre Guilmant



ANNOUNCEMENTS MAY 14, 2017
The liturgists today are Rev. Megan LeCluyse and Mr. Clark Royle.  The Greeter is Paula Gross, 
and the ushers are Michael Smith, Captain, Jeannie Boehner, Edna Dick, Jennifer Gay, Joao 
Magalhaes, and Rebecca Yep.

The chancel flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and in loving memory of our mothers, 
Verna Eichlin and Sereta Bailey, and in honor of all the mothers in our congregation, by Joann 
and Carl Bailey.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK
Monday, May 15 Worship Committee 6:00 p.m.
Tuesday, May 16 Wise Retirees 9:30 a.m.
Thursday, May 18 Membership & Evangelism Committee 5:30 p.m.

4TH ANNUAL LADIES’ SPRING TEA
Ladies of all ages, members and visitors alike:  please join us for Ladies' Spring Tea next 
Saturday, May 20 from 2-4 p.m. in Old Buttonwood Hall.  We are thrilled to welcome Mindy 
Campbell as our special guest speaker!  Tea, finger sandwiches, and other delicious treats will be 
served on elegant china settings as we spend time with old friends and build new friendships.  
Childcare will be provided and on-street parking will be available (with placard).  Please RSVP to 
Sue in the church office (office@fpcphila.org or 215-567-0532).  Contact Fran Bjorneby Kraemer 
(fran.kraemer@fpcphila.org) for information. 

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
The Young Adults group meets Wednesday evenings at 7:30 p.m.  This week we’ll gather for 
fellowship and discussion at the church, returning to the Animate Series to help guide our 
discussion on Faith.  (Use the 21st Street entrance.)  For more information on the Young Adult 
Group contact Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult fellowship 
group on Facebook.

UPCOMING VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Next Saturday May 20, First Church will be doing home repairs with Habitat's West 
Philadelphia Repair Initiative.  The work day is from 8:30 to 3:30.  For information or to 
volunteer, please speak with Clark Royle or email missions@fpcphila.org.

GROUP SPIRITUAL DIRECTION
Group Spiritual Direction will meet next Sunday, May 21, at 9:45 a.m. in the Whitefield Room 
(lower level); this will be our final meeting until next fall.  Spiritual Direction is the ancient 
practice of the church when Christians devoted time to discerning God's presence in their lives.  
Contact Barbara Chaapel (barbara.chaapel@fpcphila.org) to learn more.

(continued)



WEEKLY BIBLE STUDIES
Women’s Bible study meets on Tuesday evenings at 7 p.m. at the church, but is on hiatus until 
June 6.  A Community Bible study led by Delores Brisbon meets on Wednesday mornings at 10 
a.m. at the Old City Presbyterian Apartments (25 N. 4th Street).  Men’s Bible study meets on 
Saturday mornings at 9 a.m. at the café at DiBruno’s (1730 Chestnut Street).  All are welcome to 
participate.  For information contact Drew Harrison (drew.harrison@fpcphila.org).

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA
201 South 21st Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103
215-567-0532

www.fpcphila.org
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The Reverend Megan LeCluyse, Celebration Team Leader
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The Reverend Ken Ross

The Reverend Herbert D. Valentine
Parish Associates

Ms. Suzanne Riemann, Interim Church Administrator
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Ms. Annie LeCluyse, Young Adult Leader
Mr. Clark Royle, Seminary Intern

SUNDAYS @ FIRST
CELEBRATION!
Celebration worship is held each Sunday morning at 9 a.m.  Join us in Old Buttonwood Hall for 
this more informal service that is inclusive of all ages.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Sunday school for children (ages 5 and up) is held on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran 
Room.  A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the MacColl 
Room at 9:45 a.m.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following worship our Deacons lead a brief period of intercessory 
prayer in Rev. Garner’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests and place it 
in the offering plate or join the deacons for the prayer time after worship.

mailto:drew.harrison@fpcphila.org
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