
The Service for the Lord’s Day
 January 14, 2018

11:00 a.m.
 

“If I don't ask ‘Why me?’ after my victories,
I cannot ask ‘Why me?’
after my setbacks and disasters.”

Arthur Ashe



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Whether you are visiting today for the first time, or are a longtime member of this church, we 
are glad you’re here.
The symbol of our church has long been “the open door.”  We strive very hard to be just that, a 
community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom.  We don’t all look or act alike, and we 
certainly don’t all think alike.  We come from many different faith traditions.  We bring different 
questions, and we carry different burdens.  But every Sunday, we worship together as one.
This is a very historic congregation.  The first gatherings of the Presbyterian Church (USA) met 
in our church.  Three of our members signed the Declaration of Independence.  But we are not a 
museum or a monument to the past.  Today we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world 
and bring our faith to bear on the contemporary issues facing this city just as did the founders of 
this church over three hundred years ago.
After the service, please stick around.  If you have questions about the church and its ministries, 
or our historic building, please ask.  We’d love to tell you about them.  So have a cup of coffee 
with us.  Introduce yourself to one of our clergy.  You never know—you just might be home!

Jesse Garner, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins and Children’s Bulletins for ages 7-12 are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at Park America located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE Desseins Éternels Olivier Messiaen
  (Eternal Designs, from La Nativité) 

 CANTICLE  George Thalben-Ball

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Jesse Garner
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
 Psalm 124:8

*HYMN 284 O God, What You Ordain Is Right Was Gott tut

*SENTENCES  Jack Melvin
O LORD, you have searched me and known me;
You know when I sit down and when I rise up.
Even before a word is on my tongue,
O LORD, you know it completely.
How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God!
How vast is their sum!
 from Psalm 139

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 WELCOME  Rev. Jesse Garner

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Holy and merciful God, in your gracious presence we confess our sins against you and 
one another.  You alone know how often we have sinned in wandering from your ways, 
in wasting your gifts, in failing to share your love with others.  Have mercy on us, O 
Lord, for we are truly sorry for our many failings.  Forgive our sins, and pour out your 
Holy Spirit upon us, that we may live in your light, and walk in your ways, to the glory 
of your holy name.  Hear now the prayers we offer in silence…

*Those who are able may stand.



 KYRIE  Andrew Senn

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

 ANTHEM Epiphany Alleluias John Weaver
Alleluia.  We have seen his star in the east and are come to worship him.  Alleluia.  
Arise, shine, for thy light is come and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.  Alleluia.

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

 OLD TESTAMENT 1 Samuel 3:11-20  (p. 245)

 EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 6:12–20  (p. 165)

 NEW TESTAMENT John 1:43-51 (p. 91)
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GLORIA   Regent Square
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one.
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen.



 SERMON Why Me? Rev. Jesse Garner
Then Eli said, “He is the Lord; let him do what seems good to him.”

1 Samuel 3:18

*HYMN 64 From a Distant Home Isla del Encanto

* THE APOSTLES’ CREED  Jack Melvin
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.  Amen

 OFFERTORY Omnes de Saba Orlando di Lasso
Omnes de Saba venient, aurum et thus 
deferentes, et laudem Domino 
annuntiantes. Alleluia.
Reges Tharsis et insulae munera offerent. 
Reges Arabum et Saba dona adducent 
Alleluia.

All from Saba shall come, bearing gold 
and incense, proclaiming praise unto 
the Lord. Alleluia
The Kings of Tarshish and the islands 
will offer gifts. The Kings of Arabia and 
Saba shall bring forth their gifts. 
Alleluia.

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen.



 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION Rev. Jesse Garner

 LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*HYMN 563 Lift Every Voice Lift Every Voice

*BENEDICTION  

 POSTLUDE Toccata in G Theodore Dubois

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

SUNDAYS @ FIRST

CELEBRATION!
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Sunday school for children (ages 5 and up) is held on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran 
Room.  A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the MacColl 
Room at 9:45 a.m.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following worship our Deacons lead a brief period of intercessory 
prayer in Rev. Garner’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests and place it 
in the offering plate or join the deacons for the prayer time after worship.



ANNOUNCEMENTS JANUARY 14, 2018
The liturgist today is Jack Melvin.  The Greeter is Larry Slagle, and the ushers are Michael Smith, 
Captain, Edna Dick, Lloyd Doletski, Bill Swoope, and Don Williams.

The chancel flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of their father, Elder 
Arthur H. Lang, by his children, Susy, Steve and Carl.

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
The church office will be closed tomorrow, January 15th, for the Martin Luther King holiday.  
Reading Buddies will not be held.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK
Tuesday, January 16 Wise Retirees 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday, January 16 PNC 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, January 17 Worship Committee 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, January 17 Columbarium Committee 10:00 a.m.

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
The Young Adults will break from normal programming this Wednesday, January 17th, to attend 
the presentation by Stand with Iraqi Christians.  Join us at First Church at 7:00 p.m. (note the 
time difference).  For more information on the Young Adult Group contact Annie LeCluyse 
(youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult fellowship group on Facebook.

STAND WITH IRAQI CHRISTIANS
On Wednesday January 17th at 7:00 p.m., members of Stand With Iraqi Christians will speak in 
our church about their work with St. George’s Church in Baghdad to expand their kindergarten 
program into a full elementary school for students through sixth grade.  Please come and hear 
their message of hope.  Hors d’oeuvres will be provided.

WE’RE SO GLAD YOU’RE HERE! - A WELCOME RECEPTION
The Membership & Evangelism Committee is sponsoring a special event in Old Buttonwood 
Hall to welcome many of the new faces in our midst.  If you are a visitor, a friend, a potential 
new member, or someone who has joined within the last year, we invite you to come for an 
informal reception this Thursday, January 19th, from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.  Feel free to drop in when 
you can and stay as long as you wish!  If you plan to attend, please email the church office 
(office@fpcphila.org).

MOVING FIRST FORWARD PLEDGE UPDATE
To date we have received 116 pledges for a total of $407,000 for 2018 Annual Giving.  We are 
still short of our budgeted goal of $475,000.  If you have not yet submitted your pledge for 2018, 
please complete a pledge card, available in the pews or in the church office.  You can also pledge 
online at fpcphila.org/moving-first-forward/.  Help us reach our goal for the Future at First!

(continued)



BIBLE STUDIES
•Women’s Bible Study meets weekly on Tuesday evenings at 7 p.m. at the church.  For 

information contact Jerry Foote (jerry.foote@fpcphila.org).
•Men’s Bible Study meets on the first Saturday of each month at 9 a.m. at the upstairs café at 

DiBruno’s (1730 Chestnut Street).  The next meeting will be February 3rd.  All are welcome to 
participate.  Contact Mac McLarin (mac.mclarin@fpcphila.org) for information.

•A Community Bible Study led by Delores Brisbon meets on Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m. 
at the Old City Presbyterian Apartments (25 N. 4th Street).  Contact Delores Brisbon 
(deloresbrisbon2201@comcast.net) for information.

CHANCEL FLOWER DEDICATIONS FOR 2018
Every Sunday, the cost of chancel flowers is generously donated by members and friends to 
commemorate and honor loved ones, with their dedications printed in the bulletin.  The cost of 
an arrangement is $75.  If you are interested in donating chancel flowers for 2018, please contact 
Anita McLarin (anita.mclarin@fpcphila.org)
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