
The Service for the Lord’s Day 
Palm Sunday April 14, 2019 
 11:00 a.m. 

   

The Donkey 

When fishes flew and forests walked 
 And figs grew upon thorn, 
Some moment when the moon was blood 
 Then surely I was born. 
With monstrous head and sickening cry 
 And ears like errant wings, 
The devil’s walking parody 
 On all four-footed things. 
The tattered outlaw of the earth, 
 Of ancient crooked will; 
Starve, scourge, deride me: I am dumb, 
 I keep my secret still. 
Fools!  For I also had my hour; 
 One far fierce hour and sweet: 
There was a shout about my ears, 
 And palms before my feet. 

―G. K. Chesterton



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Grace and peace to you as we gather for worship!  Here in this place, the seasons of our lives are 
marked:  the children of God of every age are baptized, marriages are celebrated, and when one 
grieves, the whole body grieves together.  We are a family of faith. 
And just as Christ Jesus has welcomed each person to this church for over three hundred years, 
we extend our word of welcome in his name.  Christ loves all, calls all, and welcomes all, and so 
whether this is your first time here, or you have worshipped here for years, everyone enters this 
place with the profound welcome of Jesus Christ. 
This congregation is steeped in history – three members of the church signed the Declaration of 
Independence.  We are a part of the history of this city from its earliest days.  But make no 
mistake about it:  this is a living, breathing congregation seeking in real and tangible ways to 
make the grace of God known to our very modern world. 
We would love to know you, and for you to know us.  Please stay after the service and join in our 
fellowship time together where we enjoy refreshments, and most importantly, share our lives 
together.  And if in getting to know us, you feel God is calling you to join together with us in 
living God’s grace in this place, it would be our joy for you to become a part of this community. 

Baron Mullis, Pastor 
IF YOU ARE NEW HERE 
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall. 
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities. 

HELPFUL INFORMATION 
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance. 
Large print bulletins and children’s bulletins are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at SP+ Parking, located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate. 

BE SOCIAL! 
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove. 

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 PRELUDE Valet will ich der Geben J. S. Bach 

 CANTICLE Ride On, King Jesus Spiritual 

 CALL TO WORSHIP  The Reverend Dr. Baron Mullis 
The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.  This is the Lord's 
doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.  This is the day that the LORD has made; let us 
rejoice and be glad in it. 
  Psalm 118:22-24 

*HYMN 88 All Glory, Laud, and Honor Valet will ich der Geben 

*SENTENCES  The Reverend Sarah Weisiger 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD.  We bless you from the house 
of the LORD. 
The LORD is God, and God has given us light.  Bind the festal procession with 
branches, up to the horns of the altar. 
You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God, I will extol you. 
O give thanks to the LORD, for God is good, for God’s steadfast love endures 
forever. 
  Psalm 118:26-29 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION 

  
᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 

 WELCOME  

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Holy God, how quickly our cries of glory, laud, and honor die away.  Too soon we turn our 
attention back to whatever is at hand.  Too soon we retreat in fear from our full-throated 
proclamations.  Too soon we join the madding crowd.  Forgive our tentative witness.  
Fill our hearts with the good news of Christ’s call on our lives.  Make us vessels of the 
gospel to a hurting world.  And as we journey through this week, open us to the lessons 
you would have us learn.  For it is in the name of Jesus Christ that we pray, and continue 
our prayers in the silence of our hearts… 

*Those who are able may stand.



 TRISAGION  Andrew Senn 

 

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Believe the promise of the Gospel: 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

 ANTHEM Hosanna to the Son of David Orlando Gibbons 
Hosanna to the Son of David, blessed be he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Blessed be the King of Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord.  Peace in heaven, and 
glory in the highest places.  Hosanna in the highest heavens. 

᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

  



 OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 50:4-9 (p. 667) 

 EPISTLE Philippians 2:5-11 (p. 193) 

 GOSPEL Luke 19:28-40 (p. 81) 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*GLORIA PATRI  Westminster Abbey 
Glory be to God the Father, Glory be to God the Son, 
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one. 
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen. 

 SERMON The Rocks are Gonna Cry Out Dr. Mullis 
He answered, "I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.” 

Luke 19:40 

*HYMN 90 Ride On! Ride On in Majesty! The King’s Majesty 

*APOSTLES’ CREED (traditional)   
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
And in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 
he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

OFFERTORY Solus ad Victimam Kenneth Leighton 
Alone to sacrifice thou goest, Lord, giving thyself to Death whom thou hast slain.  For us 
thy wretched folk is any word?  Who know that for our sins this is thy pain? 
For they are ours, O Lord, our deeds, our deeds.  Why must thou suffer torture for our 
sin?  Let our hearts suffer in thy Passion, Lord, that very suffering may thy mercy win. 
Then is the night of tears, the three days' space, sorrow abiding of the eventide, Until 
the day break with the risen Christ, and hearts that sorrowed shall be satisfied. 
So may our hearts share in thine anguish, Lord, that they may sharers of thy glory be; 
Heavy with weeping may the three days pass, to win the laughter of thine Easter Day. 

Peter Abelard (1079-1142), trans. Helen Waddell 



*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
praise God, all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION  

 LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

*HYMN (Insert) O Thou Who Through This Holy Week Cheshire 

*BENEDICTION   

 POSTLUDE Improvisation  

᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 



Announcements April 14, 2019 
The liturgist today is the Reverend Sarah Weisiger.  The Greeters are Bill Swoope and Shellie 
Unger, and the ushers are Doug O’Malley (Captain), Andrea Bowman, Judy Callan, Lloyd 
Doletski, and Rebecca Yep. 

MEETINGS THIS WEEK 
Tuesday, April 16 Session 6:30 p.m. 

FPCQ BRUNCH - TODAY! 
The fpcQ fellowship will go to brunch together today following the 11 o’clock service.  Meet in 
Old Buttonwood Hall and we’ll go from there! 

WISE RETIREES 
Wise Retirees, a fellowship group of retired men, will meet this Tuesday, April 16th, at 9:30 a.m. 
at the food court at Liberty Place (16th & Chestnut).  Contact Herb Valentine 
(wiseretirees@fpcphila.org) for information. 

TWENTIES & THIRTIES (T&T) GROUP 
Join us this Wednesday, April 17th, at 7:30 p.m., when we’ll gather at First Church for 
fellowship and discussion surrounding the Lenten Season.  (Enter at 21st Street.)  For more 
information on the Twenties & Thirties Group, contact Annie LeCluyse 
(youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Twenties & Thirties fellowship group on Facebook. 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
April 18 Maundy Thursday 7:00 p.m. 
April 19 Good Friday 12:00 noon 
 On-street parking is available for both services with placard. 

EASTER SERVICES - APRIL 21 
7:00 a.m. Sunrise Service meet at 21st Street entrance 
8:00 a.m. Breakfast Old Buttonwood Hall 
9:00 a.m. Celebration! Worship Old Buttonwood Hall 
9:45 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt Old Buttonwood Hall 
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Sanctuary 
12:15 p.m. Fellowship Old Buttonwood Hall 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY - HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
Can you swing a hammer?  Would you like to learn how?  On Saturday, April 27th, First Church will be 
doing home repairs with Habitat's West Philadelphia Repair Initiative/Healthy Homes Initiative.  
We need 5-7 volunteers.  No skill or construction experience is necessary - just a readiness to 

(continued)



help out!  The work day begins at 8:30 and ends at 3:30 or earlier.  For information or to 
volunteer, please email Missions Committee member Cindy Elliott at caeesq@aol.com. 

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA 
201 South 21st Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 
215-567-0532 

www.fpcphila.org 

The Reverend Dr. Baron A. Mullis, Pastor and Head of Staff 
The Reverend Megan LeCluyse, Celebration Team Leader 

Mr. Andrew Senn, Director of Music and Organist 
Ms. Suzanne Riemann, Church Administrator 

The Reverend Jerry K. Foote, Minister for Congregational Care 
The Reverend Sarah Weisiger, Minister for Membership and Faith Formation 

Mrs. Patti Sassoli, Director of Communications 
Ms. Annie LeCluyse, Young Adult Leader  

The Reverend Barbara A. Chaapel 
The Reverend Kenneth J. Ross 

The Reverend Herbert D. Valentine 
Parish Associates

SUNDAYS @ FIRST 
CELEBRATION! 
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Adult CE classes are held at 9:45 a.m. in the MacColl room.  Sunday School class for young 
children and their families is held at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran Room.  Contact Sarah Weisiger 
(sarah.weisiger@fpcphila.org) for more information. 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER 
Each Sunday immediately following 11 o’clock worship our Deacons lead a brief period of 
intercessory prayer in Dr. Mullis’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests 
and place it in the offering plate or join the Deacons for the prayer time after worship.
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