
The Service for the Lord’s Day
Seventh Sunday of Easter May 13, 2018

11:00 a.m.
  

Just as God is our Father, so God is also our Mother.

And He showed me this truth in all things, but especially in 
those sweet words when He says:  “It is I”.

As if to say, I am the power and the Goodness of the Father, I am 
the Wisdom of the Mother, I am the Light and the Grace which is 
blessed love, I am the Trinity, I am the Unity, I am the supreme 
Goodness of all kind of things, I am the One who makes you love, I 
am the One who makes you desire, I am the never-ending fulfillment 
of all true desires.

From Revelations of Divine Love
Julian of Norwich (1342-1416)



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Whether you are visiting today for the first time, or are a longtime member of this church, we 
are glad you’re here.
The symbol of our church has long been “the open door.”  We strive very hard to be just that, a 
community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom.  We don’t all look or act alike, and we 
certainly don’t all think alike.  We come from many different faith traditions.  We bring different 
questions, and we carry different burdens.  But every Sunday, we worship together as one.
This is a very historic congregation.  The first gatherings of the Presbyterian Church (USA) met 
in our church.  Three of our members signed the Declaration of Independence.  But we are not a 
museum or a monument to the past.  Today we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world 
and bring our faith to bear on the contemporary issues facing this city just as did the founders of 
this church over three hundred years ago.
After the service, please stick around.  If you have questions about the church and its ministries, 
or our historic building, please ask.  We’d love to tell you about them.  So have a cup of coffee 
with us.  Introduce yourself to one of our clergy.  You never know—you just might be home!

Jesse Garner, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins and Children’s Bulletins for ages 7-12 are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at SP+ Parking, located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE Romance (from Symphonie IV) Louis Vierne

 CANTICLE  George Thalben-Ball
Blessed be his glorious name forever; and let the whole earth be filled with his glory, 
amen.

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Megan LeCluyse
Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?  Tell me, if you have 
understanding.  When the morning stars sang together and all the heavenly beings 
shouted for joy?

*HYMN (Insert) Sing Praise to God Lobt Gott den Herren, hir

*SENTENCES  Rev. Sarah Weisiger
Happy are those who follow the ways of the Lord.
God’s ways are just and merciful.
Those who follow God’s ways are continually nourished in faith.
In all that they do, they prosper.
Come, let us open our hearts to God’s compassionate love.
Let us celebrate God’s mercy and justice.

adapted from Psalm 1

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 WELCOME  Rev. Megan LeCluyse

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Almighty God, you love us, but we have not loved you; you call, but we have not 
listened.  We walk away from neighbors in need, wrapped up in our own concerns.  We 
have gone along with evil, with pride, quarreling, and divisiveness.  Holy God, help us to 
face up to ourselves, so that, as you move toward us in mercy, we may repent, turn to 
you, and receive mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Hear now our continued prayers 
in the silence…

*Those who are able may stand.



 KYRIE  Andrew Senn

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

 ANTHEM Viri Galilei William Byrd
Viri Galilaei, quid admiramini aspicientes in caelum?  Alleluia.  Quemadmodum vidistis eum 
ascendentem in caelum, ita veniet, Alleluia.  Omnes gentes plaudite manibus:  jubilate Deo in 
voce exultationis. Gloria Patri, et Filio, et Spiritui Sancto, sicut erat in principio, et nunc et 
semper, et in saecula saeculorum.  Amen.  Viri Galilaei, quid admiramini aspicientes in caelum?  
Alleluia.  Quemadmodum vidistis eum ascendentem in caelum, ita veniet.  Alleluia.

Ye men of Galilee, why stand you looking into heaven?  Alleluia.  He shall so come 
as you have seen him going into heaven.  Alleluia.  All ye Nations clap hands: make 
jubilation to God in the voice of exultation.  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit.  As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world 
without end.  Amen.  Ye men of Galilee, why stand you looking into heaven?  
Alleluia.  He shall so come as you have seen him going into heaven.  Alleluia.

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION



 OLD TESTAMENT Job 38:1, 4-11 (p. 474)

 NEW TESTAMENT Acts 1:15–17, 21–26  (p. 115)

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GLORIA   Westminster Abbey
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one.
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen.

 SERMON Fierce, Powerful, Vulnerable Rev. Megan LeCluyse
“Tell me, if you have understanding.”

Job 38:4b

*HYMN 354 Guide My Feet Guide My Feet

*CONFESSION OF FAITH  Rev. Sarah Weisiger
We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

who gathers, protects and cares for the church through Word and Spirit.
This, God has done since the beginning of the world and will do to the end.

We believe in one holy, universal Christian church,
the communion of saints called from the entire human family.

We believe that Christ's work of reconciliation
is made manifest in the church as the community of believers 
who have been reconciled with God and with one another; 
that unity is therefore both a gift and an obligation for the church of Jesus Christ;
that this unity must become visible so that the world may believe
that separation, enmity and hatred between people and groups
is sin which Christ has already conquered, and accordingly
that anything which threatens this unity
may have no place in the church and must be resisted.

To the one and only God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
be the honor and the glory for ever and ever.

  from the Belhar Confession (1986)



 OFFERTORY God is Gone Up William Croft
God is gone up with a merry noise: and the Lord with the sound of the trump. O sing 
praises, sing praises unto our God: O sing praises, sing praises unto our King. For God is 
the King of all the earth: sing ye praises with understanding. Amen.

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen.

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION Rev. Megan LeCluyse

 LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*HYMN 143 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name Diadem

*BENEDICTION

Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!

 POSTLUDE Carillon du Longpont Louis Vierne

᛭ ᛭ ᛭



ANNOUNCEMENTS MAY 13, 2018
The liturgist today is Rev. Sarah Weisiger.  The Greeter is Delores Brisbon, and the ushers are 
Miles Davis (Captain), Philip Amoa, Reggie Amoa, Jeannie Boehner, and João Magalhaes.

The chancel flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and in honor of my two daughters, Kelly 
and Carrie, two great mothers, by Judy Callan.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK
Thursday, May 17 Membership & Evangelism Committee 5:30 p.m.

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
This Wednesday, May 16th, at 7:00 p.m., we will gather at Becky and Luke's place for Game/
Movie Night; RSVP for their address.  Saturday, May 19th, at 10 a.m., the Young Adults will 
meet at Valley Green and go on a hike.  RSVP if you are interested in going and if you need a 
ride.  For more information on the Young Adult Group contact Annie LeCluyse 
(youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult fellowship group on Facebook.

SPREADING CHRIST’S WORD - FIRST CHURCH’S MISSION TRIP TO MEXICO
Members of our congregation (including Jesse Garner, Craig Boddorff, Cindy Elliott and Beverly 
Cowart) are in Mexico City this week (May 12 - 19) to work in the slums with Urban Mosaic, 
both to assist in healthcare initiatives that FPCP supports and to join with local congregations to 
spread Christ’s message of hope.  Please pray that God’s Spirit be with us and enable us to 
accomplish His ends.

NEW FIRST CHURCH PHOTO DIRECTORY
First Church is publishing a new photo directory!  A photo directory is an invaluable resource 
for the congregation, and will be especially important for our new pastor, whom we expect to 
meet this summer.  We are collecting photos from all families.  Digital photo files (jpg or jpeg 
only) are preferred, but if no digital photo is available, your photo can be scanned to create a 
digital photo file.  Digital files can be emailed to communications@fpcphila.org.  Photographs 
can be sent to the church office for scanning.  If you do not have a recent photograph we will be 
taking photos after worship for the next 3 Sundays (May 13, May 20, May 27) in Old 
Buttonwood Hall--look for Sarah Weisiger or Patti Sassoli.  Otherwise, please email the 
church office (office@fpcphila.org) so that we can arrange to take your photo at another time.

FPC Q
The group formerly known as the LGBT Fellowship is re-launching as FPC Q!  Our first event 
under the new name will be a brunch on May 20th following the 11 a.m. service; meet in Old 
Buttonwood Hall.  For information please email lgbt@fpcphila.org and join the FPC Q group on 
Facebook.

(continued)



RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE
The Missions Committee is sponsoring a Red Cross blood drive that will be held at the church in 
Old Buttonwood Hall on Monday, June 4, from 3-8 p.m.  To schedule an appointment, call 800-
RED CROSS or visit redcrossblood.org and enter the sponsor code First Presbyterian Church 
Philadelphia.  Visit redcrossblood.org for more information.

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA
201 South 21st Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103
215-567-0532

www.fpcphila.org

The Reverend Jesse Garner, Pastor
The Reverend Megan LeCluyse, Celebration Team Leader

Mr. Andrew Senn, Director of Music and Organist
Ms. Suzanne Riemann, Church Administrator

The Rev. Jerry K. Foote, Director of Congregational Care
The Rev. Sarah Weisiger, Director of Membership Development

Mrs. Patti Sassoli, Director of Communications
Ms. Annie LeCluyse, Young Adult Leader 

The Reverend Barbara A. Chaapel
The Reverend Kenneth J. Ross

The Reverend Herbert D. Valentine
Parish Associates

SUNDAYS @ FIRST
CELEBRATION!
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the MacColl Room 
at 9:45 a.m.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following 11 o’clock worship our Deacons lead a brief period of 
intercessory prayer in Rev. Garner’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests 
and place it in the offering plate or join the Deacons for the prayer time after worship.


