
The Service for the Lord’s Day 
Baptism of the Lord January 13, 2019 
 11:00 a.m. 

   

“Nothing that is worth doing can be achieved in our 
lifetime; therefore we must be saved by hope. 

Nothing which is true or beautiful or good makes complete 
sense in any immediate context of history; therefore we 
must be saved by faith. 

Nothing we do, however virtuous, can be accomplished 
alone; therefore we must be saved by love. 

No virtuous act is quite as virtuous from the standpoint of 
our friend or foe as it is from our standpoint. Therefore we 
must be saved by the final form of love which is 
forgiveness.” 

—Reinhold Niebuhr 
The Irony of American History



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Grace and peace to you as we gather for worship!  Here in this place, the seasons of our lives are 
marked:  the children of God of every age are baptized, marriages are celebrated, and when one 
grieves, the whole body grieves together.  We are a family of faith. 
And just as Christ Jesus has welcomed each person to this church for over three hundred years, 
we extend our word of welcome in his name.  Christ loves all, calls all, and welcomes all, and so 
members and guests alike enter to worship with the same profound welcome. 
This congregation is steeped in history – three members of the church signed the Declaration of 
Independence.  We are a part of the history of this city from its earliest days.  But make no 
mistake about it:  this is a living, breathing congregation seeking in real and tangible ways to 
make the grace of God known to our very modern world. 
We would love to know you, and for you to know us.  Please stay after the service and join in our 
fellowship time together where we enjoy refreshments, and most importantly, share our lives 
together.  And if in getting to know us, you feel God is calling you to join together with us in 
living God’s grace in this place, it would be our joy for you to become a part of this community. 

Baron Mullis, Pastor 

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE 
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall. 
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities. 

HELPFUL INFORMATION 
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance. 
Large print bulletins and children’s bulletins are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at SP+ Parking, located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate. 

BE SOCIAL! 
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove. 

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 PRELUDE Christ unser Herr zum Jordan kam J. S. Bach 

 CANTICLE  Caithness 
Christ, when for us you were baptized, God’s Spirit on you came, as peaceful as a dove 
and yet as urgent as a flame.  Baptize us with your Spirit, Lord, your cross on us be 
signed, that, likewise in God’s service, we may perfect freedom find. 

 CALL TO WORSHIP  The Reverend Dr. Baron Mullis 
Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
Ascribe to the LORD the glory of God’s name; worship the LORD in holy splendor. 
The voice of the LORD is over the waters; the God of glory thunders, the LORD, over 
mighty waters. 
 Psalm 29:1-3 

*HYMN (insert) Songs of Thankfulness and Praise Salzburg 

*SENTENCES  The Reverend Megan LeCluyse 
The voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the LORD is full of majesty. 
The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars; the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 
The LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Sirion like a young wild ox. 
The voice of the LORD flashes forth flames of fire. 
The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes the wilderness of 
Kadesh.  The voice of the LORD causes the oaks to whirl, and strips the forest bare; and 
in God’s temple all say, “Glory!" 
The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; the LORD sits enthroned as king 
forever.  May the LORD give strength to God’s people! May the LORD bless God’s 
people with peace! 
 Psalm 29:4-11 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION 

  

 WELCOME  

*Those who are able may stand.



 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Holy God, remind us of the promises of our baptism as we consider our lives.  Where we 
have lived without thought to the ways you would have us go, we ask forgiveness.  
Where we have caused hurt to others and ourselves, we ask forgiveness.  Where we have 
failed to love in the ways you call us to love, we ask forgiveness.  Remind us of your 
deep and abiding commitment to humankind shown in Jesus Christ, and renew us in 
our discipleship as we seek to follow him, in whose name we make our prayers and now 
continue them in the silence of our hearts… 

 KYRIE  Andrew Senn 

 

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Brothers and sisters, believe the good news. 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

 ANTHEM Epiphany Judith Bingham 
Deep mid-winter,  
the dark centre of the year. 
Wake, O earth, awake. 
Out of the hills, a star appears. 
Here lies the way for pilgrim kings, 
Three Magi on an ancient path, 

Black hours begin their journeyings, 
Their star has risen in our hearts, 
Empty thrones, abandoned fears, 
Out of the hills their journey starts, 
In dazzling darkness 
God appears. 

᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

  



 NEW TESTAMENT Acts 8:14-17 (p. 123) 

 GOSPEL Luke 3:15-17; 21-22 (p. 59) 

 OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 43:1-7 (p. 658) 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*GLORIA PATRI  Regent Square 
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son, 
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one. 
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen. 

 SERMON The Flame Shall Not Consume You Dr. Mullis 
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not 

overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,  
and the flame shall not consume you. 

Isaiah 43:2 

*HYMN 71 Lord, When You Came to Jordan Genevan 130 

 OFFERTORY Down to the River arr. Andrew Senn  
As I went down in the river to pray 
Studying about that good ol' way 
And who shall wear the starry 
crown? (robe and crown) 
Good Lord show me the way! 

O sisters let's go down (brothers, 
fathers, mothers, sinners) 
Let's go down, come on down 
O sisters let's go down 
Down in the river to pray 

 RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS   
Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin  
and renounce evil and its power in the world? 
I do. 
Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Lord and Savior, 
trusting in his grace and love? 
I do. 
Will you be Christ's faithful disciple, obeying his Word and showing his love? 
I will, with God’s help. 

*PROFESSION OF FAITH 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 



Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen. 

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 

 LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

*HYMN 361 How Firm a Foundation Foundation 

*BENEDICTION   

 POSTLUDE Marche Pontificale Charles-Marie Widor 
᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 

MUSIC NOTES:  Judith Bingham (b.1952) is the “Master of the Queen’s Music.”  She wrote both the words 
and music for Epiphany.  It is a dark and brooding piece, not usually what we associate with such a festive 
season.  The flowing organ part depicts the Magi’s steady journey.  The choir’s part, almost unrelated to the 
accompaniment, gives a much darker and troubled view, giving the listener the feeling that perhaps those 
Magi were uneasy or even frightened at what they were about to behold.  The piece begins with an angelic 
soprano line, the lower voices entering with the text, and builds gradually to the end, when the Magi reach 
their destination.  The organ finishes the piece with a torrential flourish, climaxing on a final chord ringing 
with a painful sense of awe. 



Announcements January 13, 2019 
The liturgist today is the Reverend Megan LeCluyse.  The Greeter is Larry Slagle, and the ushers 
are Jon Rogers (Captain), Philip Amoa, Reggie Amoa, Andrea Bowman, and Stella Tsai. 

The chancel flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and in loving remembrance of Dr. Norton 
Cowart, by Beverly and Gregg Settle. 

MEETINGS THIS WEEK 
Sunday, January 13 Festival of Faith Committee 12:15 p.m. 
Tuesday, January 15 Wise Retirees 9:30 a.m. 
Thursday, January 17 Session 6:30 p.m. 

TWENTIES & THIRTIES (T&T) GROUP 
This Wednesday, January 16th, at 7:30 p.m., we will gather at First Church for fellowship and 
good discussion.  (Enter at 21st Street.)  For more information on the Twenties & Thirties 
Group, contact Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult 
fellowship group on Facebook. 

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Adult CE classes have resumed!  Lectionary Bible study is held on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the 
MacColl room. 

WE’RE SO GLAD YOU’RE HERE! - A WELCOME RECEPTION 
The Membership & Evangelism Committee is sponsoring a special event in Old Buttonwood 
Hall to welcome many of the new faces in our midst.  If you are a visitor, a friend, a potential 
new member, or someone who has joined within the last year, we invite you to come for an 
informal reception this Wednesday, January 16th, from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.  Feel free to drop in 
when you can and stay as long as you wish!  If you plan to attend, please call or email the church 
office (215-567-0532; office@fpcphila.org). 

INTERESTED IN FIRST CHURCH? 
If you would like to learn more about First Church and how you can be a part of the life and 
ministry of the church, you’re invited to our new member class on January 20th at 10 a.m. in the 
MacColl Room.  The class is informal and will explore what Presbyterians believe, what 
membership means, and how to get involved at First Church.  Please contact Sarah Weisiger 
(sarah.weisiger@fpcphila.org) if you plan to attend. 

MOVING FIRST FORWARD - GROWING IN GRATITUDE 
As we finalize our budget for 2019, it would be helpful to have an accurate projection of our 
income.  If you have not yet submitted your pledge for 2019, there’s still time!  Please complete 
a pledge card, available in the pews or in the church office.  You can also pledge online at 
www.fpcphila.org/make-a-pledge.  Thank you to all who have already pledged! 

(continued)

http://www.fpcphila.org/make-a-pledge


THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA 
201 South 21st Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 
215-567-0532 
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SUNDAYS @ FIRST 
CELEBRATION! 
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
A Sunday School class for young children and their families is held at 10 a.m. in the Cochran 
Room.  Contact Sarah Weisiger (sarah.weisiger@fpcphila.org) for more information. 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER 
Each Sunday immediately following 11 o’clock worship our Deacons lead a brief period of 
intercessory prayer in Dr. Mullis’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests 
and place it in the offering plate or join the Deacons for the prayer time after worship.


