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Denominationalism allows us to build a church life as if the 
church were a voluntary organization, built on the congruity 
of convictions and tastes of those who belong to it.  
Denominationalism does not gather together those who are 
different, but those who are like-minded.  It results in a 
religious marketplace where believers become consumers, 
seeking out a congregation that fits their needs.  It does not 
‘reconcile the divided, but rather reinforces the divisions.’  
Denominationalism is an alternative to the church that Jesus 
promised, where God’s people are one the way the Father and 
the Son are one.  And that’s why denominationalism will have 
to die.

Edwin Chr. Van Driel
Presbyterian Outlook
February 13, 2017



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Whether you are visiting today for the first time, or are a longtime member of this church, we 
are glad you’re here.
The symbol of our church has long been “the open door.”  We strive very hard to be just that, a 
community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom.  We don’t all look or act alike, and we 
certainly don’t all think alike.  We come from many different faith traditions.  We bring different 
questions, and we carry different burdens.  But every Sunday, we worship together as one.
This is a very historic congregation.  The first gatherings of the Presbyterian Church (USA) met 
in our church.  Three of our members signed the Declaration of Independence.  But we are not a 
museum or a monument to the past.  Today we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world 
and bring our faith to bear on the contemporary issues facing this city just as did the founders of 
this church over three hundred years ago.
After the service, please stick around.  If you have questions about the church and its ministries, 
or our historic building, please ask.  We’d love to tell you about them.  So have a cup of coffee 
with us.  Introduce yourself to one of our clergy.  You never know—you just might be home!

Jesse Garner, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins and Children’s Bulletins for ages 7-12 are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at Park America located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE Quasi lento; teneramente Herbert Howells
  (from Six Short Pieces) 

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Jesse Garner
This is the day that the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

*HYMN 457  I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art Toulon

*SENTENCES  Mr. Clark Royle
Blessed are those whose way is blameless, 
who walk in the law of the LORD.
Blessed are those who keep God’s decrees, 
who seek the Lord with their whole heart.
O that my ways may be steadfast in keeping your statutes,
for then I shall praise you with an upright heart.
  Psalm 119:1ff

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

 WELCOME  Rev. Jesse Garner

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  Rev. Drew Harrison
Almighty God, in your holy presence, we confess our foolish and sinful ways.  We have 
not loved one another, nor outdone each other in showing honor.  We have not rejoiced 
in hope, been patient in suffering, or persevered in prayer.  We have let anger burn in 
our hearts, and failed to turn the other cheek.  Lord, have mercy upon us.  For Jesus’ 
sake, forgive our sin, and by the power of your Spirit, create within us new and loving 
hearts, that we may always seek to overcome evil with good.  Hear now our prayers in 
silence…

*Those who are able may stand.



 KYRIE  Andrew Senn

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS AND PRAYER FOR GRACE

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

  ANTHEM Hear My Prayer Moses Hogan
O Lord, please hear my prayer, in the mornin’ when I rise.  It’s your servant bound for 
glory.  O dear Lord, please hear my prayer.  O Lord, please hear my prayer, keep me safe 
within your arms.  It’s your servant bound for glory.  O dear Lord, please hear my prayer.  
When my work on earth is done, and you come to take me home, just to know I’m 
bound for glory, and to hear you say well done.  Done with sin and sorrow, have mercy.  
Amen.

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

 OLD TESTAMENT Deuteronomy 30:15-20 (p. 185)

 EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 (p. 163)

 GOSPEL Matthew 5:21-37 (p. 4)

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GLORIA   Regent Square
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one.
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen.



 SERMON Working Together Rev. Jesse Garner
For as long as there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not of the flesh, 

and behaving according to human inclinations?
1 Corinthians 3:3

*HYMN 347 Forgive Our Sins Detroit

*CONFESSION OF FAITH  Rev. Drew Harrison
We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
 who gathers, protects and cares for the church through Word and Spirit.
 This, God has done since the beginning of the world and will do to the end.
We believe in one holy, universal Christian church,
 the communion of saints called from the entire human family.
We believe that Christ's work of reconciliation
 is made manifest in the church as the community of believers
 who have been reconciled with God and with one another;
 that unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of Jesus Christ;
 that this unity must become visible so that the world may believe
 that separation, enmity and hatred between people and groups
 is sin which Christ has already conquered, and accordingly
 that anything which threatens this unity
 may have no place in the church and must be resisted.
To the one and only God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
 be the honor and the glory for ever and ever.
  from the Belhar Confession (1986)

 WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS

 OFFERTORY Swing Low, Sweet Chariot Spiritual
Swing low, sweet chariot, coming for to carry me home. Swing low, sweet chariot, 
coming for to carry me home.  I looked over Jordan, and what did I see coming for to 
carry me home?  A band of angels coming after me, coming for to carry me home.  If you 
get there before I do, coming for to carry me home, tell all my friends I’m coming too, 
coming for to carry me home.  The brightest day that ever I saw, coming for to carry me 
home, when Jesus washed my sins away, coming for to carry me home.  I’m sometimes 
up and sometimes down, coming for to carry me home, but still my souls feels heavenly 
bound, coming for to carry me home.



*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen.

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION Rev. Jesse Garner

 LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*HYMN 355 Hear the Good News of Salvation Nettleton

*BENEDICTION

 POSTLUDE Allegro impetuoso (from Six Short Pieces) Howells

We thank the Parish Choir for leading the music in worship this morning.  Anyone interested in 
joining the Parish Choir should contact Andrew Senn in the office.

SUNDAYS @ FIRST

CELEBRATION!
Celebration worship is held each Sunday morning at 9 a.m.  Join us in Old Buttonwood Hall for 
this more informal service that is inclusive of all ages.  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Sunday school for children (ages 5 and up) is held on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran 
Room.  A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the MacColl 
Room at 9:45 a.m.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following worship our Deacons lead a brief period of intercessory 
prayer in Rev. Garner’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests and place it 
in the offering plate or join the deacons for the prayer time after worship.



ANNOUNCEMENTS FEBRUARY 12, 2017
The liturgists today are Rev. Drew Harrison and Mr. Clark Royle.  The Greeter is Paula Gross, 
and the ushers are Miles Davis, Captain, Jeannie Boehner, Jennifer Gay, Joao Magalhaes, Jack 
Melvin, and Dave Nave.

The chancel flowers are given to the glory of God and in honor of those working for peace and 
justice in our country, by Jon and Diane Rogers.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK:
Thursday, February 16 Membership & Evangelism 5:30 p.m.

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
Today following worship the Young Adults are going to brunch.  We’ll meet during Fellowship in 
Old Buttonwood Hall and head over to the Irish Pub.  Join us for good food and fellowship.  This 
Wednesday, February 15th at 6:30 p.m (note the time change) we’ll meet at church for dinner 
followed by discussion on the Bible and Immigrants, led by Michael Smith.  For more 
information on the Young Adult Group contact Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), 
and join the Young Adult fellowship group on Facebook.

CONSTITUTION SEMINAR
Our annual Winter Seminar focusing on aspects of constitutional thinking led by Dr. Will Harris 
continues this Wednesday, February 15, from 6:30 - 8 p.m. in the MacColl Room.  This year’s 
topic is Jesus: Teacher, Not King.  If you’ve missed the first meetings, hand-outs are available in 
the church office.

MANNA VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
MANNA needs volunteers to work in their kitchen on each of the following days and times:

Monday, February 13 from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. & 1-4 p.m.
Saturday, February 18 from 7-10 a.m. & 1-5 p.m.
Saturday, February 25 from 7-10 a.m., 10 a.m.-1 p.m., & 1-5 p.m.
Tuesday, February 28 from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Saturday, March 4 from 7-10 a.m., 10 a.m.-1 p.m., & 1-5 p.m.

If you are interested in helping, contact Glenda (215-496-2662 x 100 or gcooke@mannapa.org).

LET’S MAKE CASSEROLES!
Volunteers are needed for our quarterly casserole blitz to make 30-40 casseroles to feed those in 
need through the University City Hospitality Coalition.  This will translate into 300-400 servings 
of hot meals for the hungry and homeless in our city.  Join us at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, February 
18th in the church kitchen (enter through the 21st Street door).  We have a lot of fun, enjoying 
coffee, doughnuts and fellowship—and leave knowing we’ve accomplished something good for 
our community.  If interested, please contact Beverly Cowart at missions@fpcphila.org or 
215-382-4315.

(continued)



ENCOUNTERING OTHER FAITHS:  THE MORMONS
During our education hour on Sundays, February 19 & 26, regional leaders of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints will lead a discussion of Mormon history, beliefs and practices.  
Our guests will be Milan and Joan Kunz, and Corrinne and Sean Doughtery.  Join us in the 
MacColl Room at 9:45 a.m.

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDIES
Women’s Bible study meets on Tuesday evenings at 7 p.m. at the church.  A Community Bible 
study led by Delores Brisbon meets on Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m. at the Old City 
Presbyterian Apartments (25 N. 4th Street).  Men’s Bible study meets on Saturday mornings at 9 
a.m. at the café at DiBruno’s (1730 Chestnut Street).  All are welcome to participate.  For 
information contact Drew Harrison (drew.harrison@fpcphila.org).
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