
The Service for the Lord’s Day
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“Many a man curses the rain that falls upon his 
head, and knows not that it brings abundance to 
drive away the hunger.”

Saint Basil



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Grace and peace to you as we gather for worship!  Here in this place, the seasons of our lives are 
marked:  the children of God of every age are baptized, marriages are celebrated, and when one 
grieves, the whole body grieves together.  We are a family of faith.
And just as Christ Jesus has welcomed each person to this church for over three hundred years, 
we extend our word of welcome in his name.  Christ loves all, calls all, and welcomes all, and so 
members and guests alike enter to worship with the same profound welcome.
This congregation is steeped in history – three members of the church signed the Declaration of 
Independence.  We are a part of the history of this city from its earliest days.  But make no 
mistake about it:  this is a living, breathing congregation seeking in real and tangible ways to 
make the grace of God known to our very modern world.
We would love to know you, and for you to know us.  Please stay after the service and join in our 
fellowship time together where we enjoy refreshments, and most importantly, share our lives 
together.  And if in getting to know us, you feel God is calling you to join together with us in 
living God’s grace in this place, it would be our joy for you to become a part of this community.

Baron Mullis, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins are available in the narthex.
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at SP+ Parking, located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE Improvisation 

 CANTICLE  George Thalben-Ball
Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone opens the door, I will come in.

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Sarah Weisiger
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord!”
 Psalm 122:1

*HYMN 460 Holy God, We Praise Your Name Grosser Gott

*SENTENCES  
Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere copy of the true one, but 
he entered into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf.
Nor was it to offer himself again and again, as the high priest enters the Holy 
Place year after year with blood that is not his own;
For then he would have had to suffer again and again since the foundation of the world.
But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the age to remove sin by the 
sacrifice of himself.
 Hebrews 9:24-26

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

 WELCOME Rev. Dr. Baron Mullis

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Eternal God, you are from everlasting to everlasting.  You, the creator of heaven and 
earth have filled the earth with goodness and gifted us with abundance upon abundance.  
Yet we forget from whom our blessings flow.  We blur the lines between creator and 
creation and think that we are the authors of our own blessings.  But you alone are 
eternal, you alone are the source of all life and all good.  Remind us that all that we are, 

*Those who are able may stand.



and all that we have is a gift from you, entrusted to our care for a time.  And reminding 
us, call forth from us the commitment you would have us bring, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, in whose name we continue our prayers...

 KYRIE  Andrew Senn

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

 ANTHEM Behold, the Tabernacle of God William Harris
Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and the spirit of God dwelleth within you: for 
the temple of God is holy.  Which temple ye are: for the love of whom ye do this day 
celebrate the joys of the temple with a season of festivity.  Alleluia.

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

 OLD TESTAMENT Ruth 3:1-5, 4:13-17 (p. 240)

 PSALTER Psalm 127 (p. 561)

 GOSPEL Mark 12:38-44 (p. 48)



This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GLORIA PATRI  Westminster Abbey
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one.
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen.

 SERMON Abundance Dr. Mullis
Then the women said to Naomi, "Blessed be the LORD, who has not left you this day

without next-of-kin; and may his name be renowned in Israel!”
Ruth 4:14

*HYMN 275 God of Our Life Sandon

*APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.  Amen

 MOVING FIRST FORWARD  Litany of Dedication
From the abundance of creation, O LORD, we have all that we need.
We now commit our lives to love you, to serve you, and to follow you.
You have loved us into being as The First Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia.
And you have shepherded this congregation faithfully for centuries.
With gratitude for your grace, mercy, and kindness toward us, 
We offer our pledges as tokens of thanksgiving, asking for your blessing as we 
grow in gratitude, remembering your abiding faithfulness to us.



*HYMN 553 For the Fruit of All Creation East Acklam

 OFFERTORY Except the Lord Build the House Anthony Caesar
Except the Lord build the house: their labor is but lost that built it.  Behold now praise 
the Lord: all ye servants of the Lord; ye that by night stand in the house of the Lord: 
even in the courts of the house of our God.  Lift up your hands in the sanctuary and 
praise the Lord.  Alleluia.  Amen.  (Psalms 127 & 134)

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen.

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*HYMN 555 Now Thank We All Our God Nun danket alle Gott

*BENEDICTION  

 POSTLUDE Tuba Tune Craig Sellar Lang

᛭ ᛭ ᛭



Announcements November 11, 2018
The liturgist today is the Rev. Sarah Weisiger.  The Greeter is Dave Huting, and the ushers are 
Jon Rogers (Captain), Andrea Bowman, Judy Callan, João Magalhães, and Don Williams.

The chancel flowers are given to the glory of God and in memory of his grandparents, Albert and 
Dena Schimmel and Albert and Lena Scheffer by Allan Schimmel.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK
Tuesday, November 13 Columbarium Committee 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, November 14 Worship Committee 10:00 a.m.
Thursday, November 15 Session 6:30 p.m.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING TODAY
The Session has called for a meeting of the congregation today, immediately following the 11 am 
worship service, for the purpose of acting on recommendations about future capital 
improvements to the building and financing recommendations.  We must also vote as a 
congregation to officially dissolve the pastoral relationship between Rev. Jesse Garner and First 
Church.  Please plan to attend.

FPCQ BRUNCH
fpcQ (our LGBTQ+ fellowship) will gather for brunch following the 11 a.m. service next Sunday, 
November 11th.  We’ll meet in Old Buttonwood Hall during the fellowship hour and walk 
together.

TWENTIES & THIRTIES GROUP  (FORMERLY YOUNG ADULTS)
This Wednesday, November 14th, at 7:30 p.m., we will gather at First Church for fellowship and 
discussion.  For more information on the Twenties & Thirties (T&T) Group contact Annie 
LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Twenties & Thirties fellowship group on 
Facebook.

CALLING ALL WOMEN OF FIRST CHURCH!
Come and celebrate with us at the Women’s Intergenerational Potluck Dinner this Friday, 
November 16th @ 6 p.m.  Join us and bring a female family member or friend if you wish.  RSVP 
by tomorrow (11/12) to womenwitwisdom@fpcphila.org or call Diane Rogers (609-980-5421).  
For information, see Diane Rogers or Ginnie Mesibov at fellowship hour, or sign up on the 
bulletin board outside of the church office.  On-street parking is available with placard.

CASSEROLE BLITZ!
Our final casserole blitz of the year will be held at 8:30 a.m. next Saturday, November 17th, in 
the church kitchen (enter through the 21st Street door).  As always, these casseroles will be used 
to feed those in need through the University City Hospitality Coalition.  We have a lot of fun, 
enjoying coffee, doughnuts and fellowship, and leave knowing we’ve accomplished something 
good for our community.  Please contact Beverly Cowart (missions@fpcphila.org).

(continued)



INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING CELEBRATION
On Tuesday, November 20th, at 7 p.m. join neighborhood and faith communities and the 
Bethesda Project for Thanksgiving in Action, an interfaith Thanksgiving celebration to address 
homelessness at the Church of the Holy Trinity, 1904 Walnut Street (Rittenhouse Square).  
There will be a free-will offering to benefit Bethesda Project programs.
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SUNDAYS @ FIRST
CELEBRATION!
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
A Sunday School class for young children and their families is held at 10 a.m. in the Cochran 
Room.  Contact Sarah Weisiger (sarah.weisiger@fpcphila.org) for more information.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following 11 o’clock worship our Deacons lead a brief period of 
intercessory prayer in Dr. Mullis’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests 
and place it in the offering plate or join the Deacons for the prayer time after worship.


