
The Service for the Lord’s Day
Fourth Sunday in Lent March 11, 2018

11:00 a.m.
  

What we need to do is always lean into the future; when 
the world changes around you and when it changes against 
you - what used to be a tail wind is now a head wind - you 
have to lean into that and figure out what to do because 
complaining isn't a strategy.

Jeff Bezos



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Whether you are visiting today for the first time, or are a longtime member of this church, we 
are glad you’re here.
The symbol of our church has long been “the open door.”  We strive very hard to be just that, a 
community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom.  We don’t all look or act alike, and we 
certainly don’t all think alike.  We come from many different faith traditions.  We bring different 
questions, and we carry different burdens.  But every Sunday, we worship together as one.
This is a very historic congregation.  The first gatherings of the Presbyterian Church (USA) met 
in our church.  Three of our members signed the Declaration of Independence.  But we are not a 
museum or a monument to the past.  Today we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world 
and bring our faith to bear on the contemporary issues facing this city just as did the founders of 
this church over three hundred years ago.
After the service, please stick around.  If you have questions about the church and its ministries, 
or our historic building, please ask.  We’d love to tell you about them.  So have a cup of coffee 
with us.  Introduce yourself to one of our clergy.  You never know—you just might be home!

Jesse Garner, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins and Children’s Bulletins for ages 7-12 are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at SP+ Parking, located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE Improvisation 

 CANTICLE The Lent Prose, verse 4 Plainsong
Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us, for we have sinned against thee.
Sins oft committed now we lay before thee: with true contrition,
now no more we veil them:  grant us, Redeemer, loving absolution.

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Jesse Garner
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
 John 3:16

*HYMN 282 If Thou but Trust in God Wer nun den lieben Gott

*SENTENCES  Deacon Jean Witmer
O give thanks to the LORD, who is good,
whose steadfast love endures forever.
Let the redeemed of the LORD say so,
those whom God redeemed from trouble.
Let them give thanks for the steadfast love of the Lord,
for God’s wonderful works to humankind.
 Psalm 107:1-2, 21

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 WELCOME  Rev. Jesse Garner

*Those who are able may stand.



 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Merciful God, we confess both our sins and the hypocrisy of our endless complaints.  We 
complain about the evils of our world, even as we add to them.  We complain about our 
lack of resources, even when we have more than enough.  We complain about the 
problems of our community, even when we do little to address them.  Merciful God, 
shine the light of your grace upon our sinful and foolish ways, that we may see truly the 
hope of eternal life in Jesus Christ.  Hear now the confession we offer in silence…

 TRISAGION (insert)  

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

 ANTHEM For God So Loved the World Craig Phillips
For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believes in him should not perish but have everlasting life.
For God sent his Son into the world, not to condemn the world,
but that the world might be saved through him. (John 3:16-17)

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

 OLD TESTAMENT Numbers 21:4-9 (p. 138)

 EPISTLE Ephesians 2:1–10  (p. 188)

 NEW TESTAMENT John 3:14-21 (p. 92)



This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GLORIA PATRI (insert)  

 SERMON Poisonous Serpents?  Really? Rev. Jesse Garner
Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people,

and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died.
Numbers 21:6

*APOSTLES’ CREED (insert) I Believe in God the Father Psalm 42

 MINUTE FOR MISSION Stand with Iraqi Christians Pam Faber

 OFFERTORY Ubi Caritas Jean Langlais

Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est.  Congregavit 
nos in unum Christi amor.  Exsultemus, et in 
ipso jucundemur.  Timeamus, et amemus Deum 
vivum.  Et ex corde diligamus nos sincero.

Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est.  Simul ergo 
cum in unum congregamur:  Ne nos mente 
dividamur, caveamus.  Cessent iurgia maligna, 
cessent lites. Et in medio nostri sit Christus 
Deus.

Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est. Simul quoque 
cum beatis videamus, Glorianter vultum tuum, 
Christe Deus: Gaudium quod est immensum, 
atque probum, Saecula per infinita saeculorum.  
Amen.

Where charity and love are, God is there.  
Christ's love has gathered us into one.  
Let us rejoice and be pleased in Him.  Let 
us fear, and let us love the living God.  
And may we love each other with a 
sincere heart.

Where charity and love are, God is there.  
As we are gathered into one body, Beware, 
lest we be divided in mind.  Let evil 
impulses stop, let controversy cease, And 
may Christ our God be in our midst.

Where charity and love are, God is there.  
And may we with the saints also, See Thy 
face in glory, O Christ our God:  The joy 
that is immense and good, Unto the ages 
through infinite ages.  Amen.

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.



 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION Rev. Jesse Garner

 LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*HYMN 76 My Song is Love Unknown Love Unknown

*BENEDICTION  

 POSTLUDE Wer nun den lieben Gott J. S. Bach

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

SUNDAYS @ FIRST
CELEBRATION!
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Sunday school for children (ages 5 and up) is held on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran 
Room.  A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the MacColl 
Room at 9:45 a.m.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following 11 o’clock worship our Deacons lead a brief period of 
intercessory prayer in Rev. Garner’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests 
and place it in the offering plate or join the Deacons for the prayer time after worship.



ANNOUNCEMENTS MARCH 11, 2018
The liturgist today is Deacon Jean Witmer.  The Greeter is Heather Coyne, and the ushers are 
Michael Smith, Captain, Joshua Banks, Andrea Bowman, Judy Callan, and Stella Tsai.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK
Thursday, March 15 Membership & Evangelism 5:30 p.m.

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
This Wednesday, March 14th, at 6:30 p.m. (note the time change), we will step out into the 
community for dinner with the students at the Christian Association at UPENN (118 S. 37th 
Street, 19104).  Meet at the CA located off of 37th Street between Sansom and Chestnut on the 
west side of the street. Halfway up the block you’ll find a set of steps; turn left at the top of the 
steps and walk down to the door at the far end.  Dinner is from 6:30-7:30.  For more information 
on the Young Adult Group contact Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the 
Young Adult fellowship group on Facebook.

GUIDE FOR THE LENTEN JOURNEY
The season of Lent is a time for reflection, repentance, and soul-searching in the Christian life.  
A guide to assist in the practice of a spiritual discipline for Lent was prepared by the Rev. 
Barbara Chaapel; copies of the “Daily Examen for the Lenten Journey” are available in the 
narthex and in the church office.

SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY ON SUNDAYS IN LENT
Each Sunday during Lent the Rev. Barbara Chaapel will offer guided spiritual direction from 
12:15 to 1:00 p.m. in the Whitefield Room.  This is an opportunity to learn and experience a 
spiritual practice for Lent, and to share silence and guided reflection.

WOMEN OF WIT & WISDOM
Due to the winter storm last Wednesday, the March gathering of Women of Wit & Wisdom has 
been rescheduled for this week!  Women of Wit & Wisdom will enjoy an elegant prix fixe tea at 
Sofitel’s Liberté Lounge, 120 South 17th Street, on Wednesday, March 14, at 2:00 p.m.  Please 
RSVP no later than Monday, March 12, to the church office (office@fpcphila.org; 215-567-0532).  
We will meet inside the Sofitel entrance.  Join us for a delightful afternoon.

PALM SUNDAY PROCESSION
This year our ecumenical Palm Sunday procession with local churches will be different than in 
previous years.  We will begin our procession at Trinity Memorial Episcopal Church at 22nd and 
Spruce at 10:15 am.  We will process to the other three participating churches, pausing at each 
church for a brief liturgy. The other churches participating with First Church and Trinity 

(continued)



Memorial are The Lutheran Church of the Holy Communion (21st & Chestnut) and the Church 
of the Holy Trinity (Rittenhouse Square).
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