
The Service for the Lord’s Day 
 November 10, 2019 

11:00 a.m. 

“What greater thing is there for two human souls, 
than to feel that they are joined for life—to 
strengthen each other in all labor, to rest on each 
other in all sorrow, to minister to each other in all 
pain, to be one with each other in silent unspeakable 
memories at the moment of the last parting?” 

—George Eliot 
Adam Bede



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Grace and peace to you as we gather for worship!  Here in this place, the seasons of our lives are 
marked:  the children of God of every age are baptized, marriages are celebrated, and when one 
grieves, the whole body grieves together.  We are a family of faith. 
And just as Christ Jesus has welcomed each person to this church for over three hundred years, 
we extend our word of welcome in his name.  Christ loves all, calls all, and welcomes all, and so 
whether this is your first time here, or you have worshipped here for years, everyone enters this 
place with the profound welcome of Jesus Christ. 
This congregation is steeped in history – three members of the church signed the Declaration of 
Independence.  We are a part of the history of this city from its earliest days.  But make no 
mistake about it:  this is a living, breathing congregation seeking in real and tangible ways to 
make the grace of God known to our very modern world. 
We would love to know you, and for you to know us.  Please stay after the service and join in our 
fellowship time together where we enjoy refreshments, and most importantly, share our lives 
together.  And if in getting to know us, you feel God is calling you to join together with us in 
living God’s grace in this place, it would be our joy for you to become a part of this community. 

Baron Mullis, Pastor 
IF YOU ARE NEW HERE 
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall. 
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities. 

HELPFUL INFORMATION 
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance. 
Large print bulletins and children’s bulletins are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at SP+ Parking, located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate. 

BE SOCIAL! 
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove. 

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 PRELUDE Improvisation  

 CANTICLE  George Thalben-Ball 
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us. 

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Dr. Mullis 
I will extol you, my God and King, and bless your name forever and ever. 
Every day I will bless you, and praise your name forever and ever. 
  Psalm 145:1-2 

*HYMN 483 Sing Praise to God Mit freuden Zart 

*SENTENCES  Rev. LeCluyse 
Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; God’s greatness is unsearchable. 
One generation shall laud your works to another, and shall declare your mighty acts.  
On the glorious splendor of your majesty, and on your wondrous works, I will 
meditate. 
The LORD is just in all God’s ways, and kind in all God’s doings. 
The LORD is near to all who call on God, to all who call on God in truth. 
The LORD fulfills the desire of all who fear God; The LORD also hears their cry, and 
saves them. 
The LORD watches over all who love God, but all the wicked God will destroy. 
My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD, and all flesh will bless God’s holy name 
forever and ever. 
  Psalm 145:3-5; 17-21 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION 

 

᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 

 WELCOME   

 MINUTE FOR STEWARDSHIP Becoming Jen & Doug Boyd 

*Those who are able may stand.



 PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
Eternal God, you put before us a path of justice and righteousness.  Your way for us is 
made clear in Jesus Christ.  And yet, too often we prefer to parse what that means until 
it appears easier.  We substitute convenience for faithfulness and deceive ourselves into 
believing that you won’t notice the difference.  Forgive our tendency to reduce your call 
on our lives to nothing more than guidelines and rules to follow.  Show us once more 
the life you offer us in Jesus Christ, and call us again to faithful obedience.  It is in the 
name of Jesus Christ, and for his sake, that we offer these prayers and those in silence… 

 KYRIE  Andrew Senn 

 

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Believe the promise of the Gospel: 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

 ANTHEM O Nata Lux Morten Lauridsen 
O nata lux de lumine, Jesu redemptor saeculi, 
dignare clemens supplicum Laudes precesque 
sumere.  Qui carne quondam contegi dignatus 
es pro perditis, nos membra confer effici tui 
beati corporis. 

O Light born of Light, Jesus, redeemer of 
the world, with loving-kindness deign to 
receive suppliant praise and prayer.  Thou 
who once deigned to be clothed in flesh 
for the sake of the lost, grant us to be 
members of thy blessed body. 

᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 



 OLD TESTAMENT Job 19:23-27a (p. 458) 

 EPISTLE 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 (p. 202) 

 GOSPEL Luke 20:27-38 (p. 82 ) 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*GLORIA PATRI  Westminster Abbey 
Glory be to God the Father, Glory be to God the Son,  
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one. 
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen. 

 SERMON Another Fine Mess Dr. Mullis 
In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be?  For the seven had married her. 

Luke 20:33 

*HYMN 252 O Lord, You Are My God and King Jerusalem 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
And in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 
he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 OFFERTORY The Eyes of All Jean Berger 
The eyes of all wait upon thee, and thou givest their meat in due season.  Thou openest 
thy hand and satisfiest the desire of every living thing. 

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God all creatures here below, 
Praise God above ye heavenly host, 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 



 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 

 LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

*HYMN 361 How Firm a Foundation Foundation 

*BENEDICTION   

 POSTLUDE Litanies Jehan Alain 

᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 

SUNDAYS @ FIRST 
CELEBRATION! 
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Adult CE classes are held at 9:45 a.m. in the MacColl room.  Sunday School class for young 
children and their families is held at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran Room.  Contact Sarah Weisiger 
(sarah.weisiger@fpcphila.org) for more information. 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER 
Each Sunday immediately following 11 o’clock worship our Deacons lead a brief period of 
intercessory prayer in Dr. Mullis’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests 
and place it in the offering plate or join the Deacons for the prayer time after worship.



ANNOUNCEMENTS NOVEMBER 10, 2019 
The greeters this morning are Ellen & Bruce Rapsher, and the ushers are Michael Smith 
(Captain), Andrea Bowman, João Magalhaes, Crystal Reeck, and Rebecca Yep. 

The chancel flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of the Telfers and 
Somervilles who walked before them by the Roberts and Somerville family.  "And from the 
ground there blossoms red, life that shall endless be.” 

MEETINGS THIS WEEK 
Sunday, November 10 Membership & Evangelism Committee 12:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, November 13 Worship Committee 12:00 p.m. 
 Stewardship & Budget Committee 6:00 p.m. 

RECOMMENDATION OF GOVERNANCE CHANGES 
A meeting of the congregation has been called on Sunday, November 17th, to vote on a 
recommendation by the Governance Task Force.  An information session about the governance 
changes will be held TODAY after worship in the MacColl Room; information is also available in 
the church office and on the church website.  If you are unable to attend the information session, 
please send questions to the Governance task force (cynthia.decrucq@fpcphila.org).  The 
congregational meeting will be held next Sunday in the sanctuary, immediately following the 11 
o’clock worship service. 

TWENTIES & THIRTIES (T&T) GROUP 
This Wednesday, November 13th, at 7:30 p.m., we will gather at First Church for discussion and 
“Giving Tree” ornament decorating.  (Enter at 21st Street.)  For more information on the T&T 
Group, contact Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Twenties & Thirties 
fellowship group on Facebook. 

WOMEN OF WIT & WISDOM 
Join us in Old Buttonwood Hall this Thursday, November 14th at 1 p.m. for the screening of the 
acclaimed documentary “Sisters in Freedom,” which tells the story of black and white American 
women who came together to advocate for equality in the 1830’s.  RSVP by tomorrow, 
November 11th, to womenwitwisdom@fpcphila.org or text or call Diane Rogers at 
(609)980-5421.  All women are welcome! 

FIRST CHURCH FAMILIES - FALL PLAYDATE 
Join us next Saturday, November 16th, from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. for a BYOS (bring your own 
snack) play date in center city, hosted by Rebecca & Peter Melley!  RSVP to 
sarah.weisiger@fpcphila.org to get the Melley’s address!  For more information on the First 
Church Families Group, contact Sarah Weisiger (sarah.weisiger@fpcphila.org), and join the FPC 
Families with Young Children group on Facebook. 

(continued)



WILLIAM PENN AND THE HOLY EXPERIMENT: RELIGIOUS LIBERTY THEN AND NOW 
In the next two Adult CE classes, we'll explore the legacy of William Penn's “Holy Experiment”. 
On November 17th, Rev. Ken Ross, our in-house Presbyterian historian, will illustrate how the 
Presbyterian church adapted to a new society that was voluntary and democratic, and how 
influences from the Quaker example appear to have contributed to the development of the 
church.  What happened to the Presbyterian denomination in its early years in Philadelphia 
became part of its national heritage.  Please join us next Sunday in the MacColl Room to learn 
more!  The three-part series concludes on Sunday, November 24th, when we will call on William 
Penn's example to help us in interpreting religious liberty today. 

MANNA’S PIE IN THE SKY 
Indulge yourself and help support MANNA this holiday season with its Pie in the Sky annual 
fundraiser!  MANNA, a non-profit that started 30 years ago in the kitchen of First Church, 
provides nourishing meals to clients who are battling life-threatening illnesses.  For every pie 
sold, MANNA is able to prepare and deliver a hot Thanksgiving meal to one of its clients.  Pies 
can be ordered online at mannapies.org/team/FPCB/ or by calling MANNA (215-496-2662 
x136) through November 22nd, and picked up at one of fifty local businesses the week of 
Thanksgiving. 

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA 
201 South 21st Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 
215-567-0532 

www.fpcphila.org 
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Mr. Andrew Senn, Director of Music and Organist 
Ms. Suzanne Riemann, Church Administrator 

The Reverend Jerry K. Foote, Minister for Congregational Care 
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Why are human beings drawn to melody?  How does melody a�fect our brains, our hearts, our 
community?  Dr. Debra Lew Harder explores the latest thinking in neuromusicology to answer 
these questions, and she’ll play some of the most compelling melodies written for solo piano in 
works by J. S. Bach, Michio Miyagi, Beethoven, Scott Joplin, Ingrid Arauco, Francis Poulenc, and 
Chopin.

Concerts@First
presents

The Human Need for Melody
Concert and Conversation with Debra Lew Harder

Sunday, November 17 @ 2 pm


