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Forgiveness is not always easy.  At times, it feels 
more painful than the wound we suffered, to forgive 
the one that inflicted it.  And yet, there is no peace 
without forgiveness. 

— Marianne Williamson



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Grace and peace to you as we gather for worship!  Here in this place, the seasons of our lives are 
marked:  the children of God of every age are baptized, marriages are celebrated, and when one 
grieves, the whole body grieves together.  We are a family of faith. 
And just as Christ Jesus has welcomed each person to this church for over three hundred years, 
we extend our word of welcome in his name.  Christ loves all, calls all, and welcomes all, and so 
members and guests alike enter to worship with the same profound welcome. 
This congregation is steeped in history – three members of the church signed the Declaration of 
Independence.  We are a part of the history of this city from its earliest days.  But make no 
mistake about it:  this is a living, breathing congregation seeking in real and tangible ways to 
make the grace of God known to our very modern world. 
We would love to know you, and for you to know us.  Please stay after the service and join in our 
fellowship time together where we enjoy refreshments, and most importantly, share our lives 
together.  And if in getting to know us, you feel God is calling you to join together with us in 
living God’s grace in this place, it would be our joy for you to become a part of this community. 

Baron Mullis, Pastor 

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE 
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall. 
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities. 

HELPFUL INFORMATION 
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance. 
Large print bulletins and children’s bulletins are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at SP+ Parking, located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate. 

BE SOCIAL! 
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove. 

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 PRELUDE Choral No. 3 in A minor Cesar Franck 

 CANTICLE  George Thalben-Ball 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts. Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. Glory be to 
thee, O Lord most high. 

 CALL TO WORSHIP  The Reverend Dr. Baron Mullis 
I give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart; before the gods I sing your praise; 
I bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name for your steadfast 
love and your faithfulness; for you have exalted your name and your word above 
everything. 
  Psalm 138:1-2 

*HYMN 138 Holy, Holy, Holy Nicaea 

*SENTENCES  The Reverend Megan LeCluyse 
On the day I called, you answered me, you increased my strength of soul. 
All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O LORD, for they have heard the words of 
your mouth. 
They shall sing of the ways of the LORD, for great is the glory of the LORD. 
For though the LORD is high, he regards the lowly; but the haughty the LORD 
perceives from far away. 
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve me against the wrath of my 
enemies; you stretch out your hand, and your right hand delivers me. 
The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O LORD, endures 
forever. 
 Psalm 138:2-8a 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION 

  

᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 

 WELCOME  

*Those who are able may stand.



 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Holy God, we know that we need not place our trust anywhere but in you.  And yet, so 
often we seek other ways to fulfill our need to feel secure.  We trust in money.  We trust 
in ideology.  We trust in our own success.  We trust in our own beauty.  Yet all of these 
things are fleeting.  You alone are eternal; you alone can offer the security of your 
powerful love.  Forgive our tendency to grasp the wrong things, and strengthen our 
resolve to live our lives relying on your grace.  We offer these prayers, and those offered 
in the silence of our hearts, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ… 

 KYRIE  Andrew Senn 

 

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Brothers and sisters, believe the good news. 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

 ANTHEM O Sing Joyfully Adrian Batten 
O sing joyfully unto God our strength: make a cheerful noise unto the God of Jacob.  
Take the song, bring hither the tabret: the merry harp with the lute.  Blow up the 
trumpet in the new moon: even in the time appointed, and upon our solemn feast day.  
For this was made a statute for Israel:  and a law of the God of Jacob.  (Psalm 81:1-4) 

᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

  



 OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 6:1-8 (p. 622) 

 EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 (p. 172) 

 GOSPEL Luke 5:1-11 (p. 61) 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*GLORIA PATRI  Regent Square 
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son, 
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one. 
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen. 

 SERMON The Complexities of Leaving Everything Dr. Mullis 
When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him. 

Luke 5:11 

*HYMN (Insert) Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult Rathbun 

*APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 OFFERTORY Sanctus (from St. Cecilia Mass) Charles Gounod 
Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus, Dominus Deus 
Sabaoth.  Pleni sunt caeli et terra Gloria 
tua.  Hosanna in excelsis.  

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts.  
Heaven and earth are full of thy 
glory.  Hosanna in the highest. 



*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen. 

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 

 LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

*HYMN 539 Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name Ellers 

*BENEDICTION   

 POSTLUDE Improvisation  

᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 



Announcements February 10, 2019 

The liturgist today is the Reverend Megan LeCluyse.  The Greeter is William Swoope, and the 
ushers are Michael Smith(Captain), Philip Amoa, Reggie Amoa, Andrea Bowman, and Stella 
Tsai. 

The chancel flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and to the loving ministry of all of our 
First Presbyterian staff from Jon, Diane, and Carrie Rogers. 

MEETINGS THIS WEEK 
Thursday, February 14 Membership & Evangelism Committee 5:30 p.m. 

ANNUAL MEETING - TODAY! 
Our Annual Meeting will be held today in Old Buttonwood Hall following the 11 a.m. worship 
service.  A light lunch will be served.  The congregation will receive the 2018 Annual Report, 
hear and act on the recommendations of the Nominating Committee to elect officers and 
members of the church's Nominating Committee for 2019, and vote upon a proposed 
amendment of the Congregational Bylaws (www.fpcphila.org/policies-bylaws/).  All members 
are urged to attend this important meeting. 

TWENTIES & THIRTIES (T&T) GROUP 
This Wednesday, February 13th, at 7:30 p.m., we will gather at First Church for fellowship and 
discussion.  (Enter at 21st Street.)  For more information on the Twenties & Thirties Group, 
contact Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult fellowship group 
on Facebook. 

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION - AN INTERFAITH CONVERSATION 
Join us on February 24th at 9:45 a.m. in the MacColl Room, when the adult education class will 
feature Celebration Team Leader Rev. Megan LeCluyse and Patricia Anton, Chaplain of Penn’s 
Muslim Life Program.  We'll learn about a close-to-home interfaith experience.  The two 
associations began to share space a year ago, and the chaplains will talk about what the 
experience has been like and how their students have benefited. 

REV. SARAH WEISIGER’S MATERNITY LEAVE 
The Reverend Sarah Weisiger, Minister for Membership and Faith Formation, is on maternity 
leave from February 1 through March 30.  During Sarah’s absence, please contact Larry Slagle 
(larry.slagle@fpcphila.org) for questions about membership.  For questions or concerns with 
respect to Children’s Sunday School and/or the Nursery, please contact Emily Roan 
(emily.roan@fpcphila.org) or Karen Marston (karen.marston@fpcphila.org). 



THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA 
201 South 21st Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 
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The Reverend Herbert D. Valentine 
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SUNDAYS @ FIRST 
CELEBRATION! 
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Adult CE classes are held at 9:45 a.m. in the MacColl room.  Sunday School class for young 
children and their families is held at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran Room.  Contact Sarah Weisiger 
(sarah.weisiger@fpcphila.org) for more information. 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER 
Each Sunday immediately following 11 o’clock worship our Deacons lead a brief period of 
intercessory prayer in Dr. Mullis’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests 
and place it in the offering plate or join the Deacons for the prayer time after worship.


