
The Service for the Lord’s Day
Second Sunday in Advent December 10, 2017

11:00 a.m.
 Peace

“God,” I whispered.  “What if peace isn’t possible?  Then what?”
God was quiet for a minute.
Then God wrapped me up in God’s arms and told me a story.
God said, “In the beginning, I knit you together.  I wove strands  of peace 
into  your heart so that you might know and grow love; and your heart 
was beautiful, wild, and free.
That was a long  time ago, but peace is  part of who you are.  It just gets 
stuck under fear, doubt, and hurt—like a bird with stones on its wings.”

“I don’t understand,” I fussed.  “If peace is  part of who we are, then why are 
we humans so bad at it?”

God held me a little tighter and said, “Little bird, remember how loved 
you are, and start small.  Remove the stones of anger, hurt, and fear one 
at a time and peace will surely grow.”
Then God lifted up my arms and set me out to fly, and I realized that, 
grounded in God’s  love, I was beautiful and wild and free, and peace was 
a part of me.
So I flew home, and stayed up all night writing  love letters and tearing 
down walls so that the peace in me could fly to the peace in you.
Let me know when you get it.

Conversations with God
Sarah Are



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Whether you are visiting today for the first time, or are a longtime member of this church, we 
are glad you’re here.
The symbol of our church has long been “the open door.”  We strive very hard to be just that, a 
community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom.  We don’t all look or act alike, and we 
certainly don’t all think alike.  We come from many different faith traditions.  We bring different 
questions, and we carry different burdens.  But every Sunday, we worship together as one.
This is a very historic congregation.  The first gatherings of the Presbyterian Church (USA) met 
in our church.  Three of our members signed the Declaration of Independence.  But we are not a 
museum or a monument to the past.  Today we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world 
and bring our faith to bear on the contemporary issues facing this city just as did the founders of 
this church over three hundred years ago.
After the service, please stick around.  If you have questions about the church and its ministries, 
or our historic building, please ask.  We’d love to tell you about them.  So have a cup of coffee 
with us.  Introduce yourself to one of our clergy.  You never know—you just might be home!

Jesse Garner, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins and Children’s Bulletins for ages 7-12 are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at Park America located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE Rorate Coeli Jeanne Demessieux

 CANTICLE  Geonyong Lee/Marion Pope
Come now, O God of love; make us one body.
Come, O Lord Jesus; reconcile all people.

 LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH João Magalhaes & Owen Robbins

*HYMN 10 On Jordan’s Bank Winchester New

*SENTENCES  Rev. Megan LeCluyse
The Spirit and the church cry out:
Come, Lord Jesus.
All those who await his appearance pray:
Come, Lord Jesus.
The whole creation pleads:
Come, Lord Jesus.

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 WELCOME  Rev. Jesse Garner

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Faithful God, we confess that we have not turned our lives toward you.  We suffer from 
impatience, apathy, and greed; we have not been at peace with you or one another.  
Forgive our foolish and sinful ways, and pardon our sins that we may turn toward you in 
love, and walk in the paths of righteousness to the glory of your holy name.  Hear now 
the confessions we offer in silence…

*Those who are able may stand.



 KYRIE  Andrew Senn

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

 ANTHEM This is the Record of John Orlando Gibbons
This is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask 
him, Who art thou?  And he confessed and denied not, and said plainly, I am not the 
Christ.  And they asked him, What art thou then?  Art thou Elias?  And he said, I am 
not.  Art thou the prophet?  And he answered, No.  Then said they unto him, What art 
thou?  That we may give an answer unto them that sent us.  What sayest thou of 
thyself?  And he said, I am the voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, make straight 
the way of the Lord.

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

 OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 40:1-11 (p. 653)

 EPISTLE 2 Peter 3:8–15 (p. 233)

 NEW TESTAMENT Mark 1:1-8 (p. 34)
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



*GLORIA   Picardy
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one.
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen.

 SERMON A Little Too Intense Rev. Jesse Garner
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.  Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,

and cry to her that her warfare is ended…
Isaiah 40:1-2

*HYMN 3 Comfort, Comfort Ye Psalm 42

*CONFESSION OF FAITH  Rev. Megan LeCluyse
We confess that we believe in and belong
to the one true and living God,
who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
Love before all love.

We believe in God the Father, sovereign and holy,
Creator and nurturer of all, Father of Jesus Christ,
sender of the Holy Spirit, and Judge of all the earth.

We believe in God the Son, Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior,
truly human and truly divine, who lived among us full of grace and truth.
For our sin he was crucified, and by the power of God was raised from death,
forgiving us, setting us free and bringing to birth God’s new creation.
Now ascended, he calls us to repentance and faith
and restores us to God and to one another.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, the giver of life at work in all creation,
who inspired the Scriptures and makes Christ known,
who transforms hearts and minds and gathers us into the community of Christ,
empowering the Church in worship and in mission.

As God’s people, we look forward in hope and joy
to the return of Christ, to the new heaven and earth,
where evil and death will be no more, justice and peace will flourish,
and we shall forever delight in the glory of God.

Presbyterian Church of New Zealand (2010)



 MINUTE FOR MISSION Habitat Paul Snyder

 OFFERTORY Hark! The Glad Sound Andrew Senn
Hark, the glad sound! the Savior comes, the Savior promised long; let every heart 
prepare a throne, and every voice a song.  On Him the Spirit, largely poured, exerts His 
sacred fire; wisdom and might, and zeal and love, His holy breast inspire.  He comes the 
prisoners to release, in Satan’s bondage held; the gates of brass before Him burst, the 
iron fetters yield.  He comes, from thickest films of vice to clear the mental ray, and on 
the eyes oppressed with night to pour celestial day.  He comes the broken heart to bind, 
the bleeding soul to cure; and with the treasures of His grace to enrich the humble poor.  
His silver trumpets publish loud the jub’lee of the Lord, our debts are all remitted now 
our heritage restored.  Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, Thy welcome shall proclaim; 
and Heav’n’s eternal arches ring with Thy beloved Name.  (Philip Doddridge, December 
28, 1735.)

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen.

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION Rev. Megan LeCluyse

 LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*HYMN 17 Sleepers, Wake! Wachet auf

*BENEDICTION  

 POSTLUDE Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme Sigfrid Karg-Elert



ANNOUNCEMENTS DECEMBER 10, 2017
The liturgist today is Rev. Megan LeCluyse.  The Greeter is Michael Smith, and the ushers are 
Philip Amoa, Captain, Reginald Amoa, Jeannie Boehner, João Magalhaes, and Dave Nave.

The chancel flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and in memory of my dear friend Tom 
Baust by Linda Deis.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK
Tuesday, December 12 PNC 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, December 13 Columbarium Committee 10:00 a.m.
Thursday, December 14 Session 6:30 p.m.

ADVENT EVENTS
Please refer to the special Advent Events insert for details on all of the events happening during 
the Advent season.  Events this week are:

Tuesday, December 12 Riverside Christmas Party - volunteers still needed!
Sunday, December 17 Caroling after worship, Service of Lessons & Carols

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
Wednesday, December 13th, at 7:30 p.m. we will gather at First Church (enter on the 21st Street 
side) for discussion-based fellowship and completion of the Giving Tree gifts.  For more 
information on the Young Adult Group contact Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), 
and join the Young Adult fellowship group on Facebook.

GROUP SPIRITUAL DIRECTION
Group Spiritual Direction will meet next Sunday, December 17th, at 9:45 a.m. in the Whitefield 
Room (lower level).  Join us for a time of sharing our journey of faith with others and in learning 
the disciplines of prayer, listening, and contemplation.  Contact Rev. Barbara Chaapel 
(barbara.chaapel@fpcphila.org) to learn more. 

NOON ORGAN CONCERTS AT OLD PINE
Old Pine Street Presbyterian Church (412 Pine Street), in conjunction with the Philadelphia 
Chapter of the American Guild of Organists, will be hosting three Tuesday Noon Organ Recitals 
in December which are free and open to the public.  This series is part of Old Pine’s 250th 
Anniversary year and the 125th birthday of the J. W. Steere organ.  All are invited!

December 12 Matthew Glandorf, Organist and Choirmaster, Church of the Good Shepherd, Rosemont
December 19 David Burton-Brown, Organist, Grace Epiphany Episcopal Church, Mt. Airy

MOVING FIRST FORWARD PLEDGE UPDATE
To date we have received 98 pledges for a total of $378,513 for 2018 Annual Giving.  We are still 
short of our goal for pledges.  If you have not yet submitted your pledge for 2018, please 
complete a pledge card, available in the pews or in the church office.  You can also pledge online 
at fpcphila.org/moving-first-forward/.  Please help us reach our goal for the Future at First!

(continued)
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SUNDAYS @ FIRST

CELEBRATION!
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Sunday school for children (ages 5 and up) is held on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran 
Room.  A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the MacColl 
Room at 9:45 a.m.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following worship our Deacons lead a brief period of intercessory 
prayer in Rev. Garner’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests and place it 
in the offering plate or join the deacons for the prayer time after worship.


