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CELEBRATION!

Easter


March 31, 2024


	Welcome  The Reverend Dr. Baron Mullis


 Opening Acclamation

Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed!


*Song Jesus Christ Is Risen Today

Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! 
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 
Suffer to redeem our loss.  Alleluia!


Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
Unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia! 
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
Sinners to redeem and save.  Alleluia!


But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 
Our salvation have procured.  Alleluia! 
Now above the sky he's King, Alleluia! 
Where the angels ever sing.  Alleluia!


Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 
Praise eternal as God's love.  Alleluia! 
Praise our God, ye heavenly host, Alleluia! 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!


*Prayer (unison)  The Reverend Laura Colee

Loving God, there is nothing that can separate us from you or your love. Not even death 
could keep Jesus from loving us! Thank you for raising Jesus on Easter morning and 
thank you for showing us that new things are possible.

Lord God, you promise to always love us, even when we make mistakes. When we fall 
down, your love and forgiveness lift us up again. Forgive us for when we've spoken 
unkindly to one another this week. Help us to choose words that are gentle and caring. 
Forgive us for when we've not shared with others and we've kept things for ourselves. 



Teach us your generosity and compassion. Forgive us for when we've ignored others and 
separated ourselves from them. Help us to see the best in people and help us to forgive 
the worst. As we continue to pray, remind us again and again of your unending love for 
each one of us...


 The Peace

The peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you.


 Prayer for Illumination





 Reading the Word of God  Mark 16:1-8 Stella Dalzell


 Seeing and Touching the Word  


 Reflections  Dr. Mullis


*Song Christ is Risen! Shout Hosanna!

Christ is risen! Shout Hosanna!  Celebrate this day of days! 
Christ is risen! Hush in wonder: all creation is amazed. 
In the desert all-surrounding, see, a spreading tree has grown. 
Healing leaves of grace abounding bring a taste of love unknown.


Christ is risen! Raise your spirits from the caverns of despair. 
Walk with gladness in the morning.  See what love can do and dare. 
Drink the wine of resurrection, not a servant, but a friend. 
Jesus is our strong companion.  Joy and peace shall never end.


Christ is risen! Earth and heaven nevermore shall be the same. 
Break the bread of new creation where the world is still in pain. 
Tell its grim, demonic chorus: "Christ is risen! Get you gone!"' 
God the First and Last is with us.  Sing Hosanna everyone!


*The Apostles’ Creed (unison)

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.


I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.


On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.




I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.


 Offering (You may remain seated during the Doxology.)





 Prayers of the People  


 The Lord’s Prayer (unison)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts as 
we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.


 The Lord’s Supper

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise.


The gifts of God for the people of God.

Let us keep the feast!


Prayer after Communion (unison)

God, who takes care of each one of us, thank you for feeding us with the bread of life and 
the cup of salvation; now send us out into the world to tell everyone about your love.  
Amen.


*Closing Song Halle, Halle, Hallelujah!

Halle, halle, hallelujah! 
Halle, halle, hallelujah! 
Halle, halle, hallelujah! 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!


 Benediction and Going Forth

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

In the power of the Holy Spirit.  Alleluia!




✜ ✜ ✜


ANNOUNCEMENTS  March 23, 2024

Meetings This Week

Tuesday, April 2 Missions Committee 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, April 4 Facilities Committee 12:00 p.m.

 Deacons Meeting 6:30 p.m.


Easter Egg Scavenger Hunt

You’re invited to join us for our annual Easter Egg Scavenger Hunt today after the Celebration 
service.  The scavenger hunt will take place in Old Buttonwood Hall for younger kids and 
throughout the FPC building for older kids.  We’re excited to have you join us in this year’s hunt!


Easter Donation Drive

The Missions Committee is sponsoring a donation drive to support Philly House, a shelter 
for men that provides temporary housing and comprehensive services to support 
transitions to long-term housing.  The drive will run through April 7.  Visit our website 
or scan the QR code for a list of needed items and Amazon Wishlist options.  


Become a Sunday School/Nursery Volunteer

We’d love to have you volunteer with our children’s Sunday School or Nursery program.  If you 
are interested in helping lead Sunday School with Pastor Laura or volunteering the nursery a few 
times a year, please reach out at to Rev. Laura Colee (laura.colee@fpcphila.org).


3 Ways to GIVE ONLINE


 


@firstpresphilly
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Scan the QR code

Subscribe to our weekly e-newsletter at fpcphila.org/subscribe 
fpcphila.org

http://fpcphila.org/subscribe
http://fpcphila.org
https://fpcphila.org/events/2024/2/18/lenten-drive-2024
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